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Message from the President:

At the August General Meeting the membership elected new directors and all new offic-
ers. Ron Reich was elected president, Scott Mark vice president, Linda Snesrud Treas-
urer, and Jan Judd Secretary. All of the new officers have been on the board before and
our board is strong and engaged. I will continue to head up AIS efforts, and offer help if
I can.

The Association is strong in many respects. We have stable finances, good volunteers in
many areas, and members are more engaged than in recent years. Much of this is be-
cause of our discovery of Eurasian Watermifoil (EWM)—it has in many ways brought us
together. Thankfully we are doing well in our battle. Unfortunately the battle with
EWM will be ongoing, and the threat from other invasive species such as zebra mussels
is growing. The threat of zebra mussels is real and would hurt our lake and our enjoy-
ment of the lake in ways we can only imagine. So the need for us staying united and en-
gaged is increasing.

The Association survives and hopefully thrives primarily based volunteer support in the
form of time, and money. Many members have stepped up and contributed generously
with financial support and their efforts. We have raised over $30,000 for our AIS ef-
forts. We have managed to get a cadre of volunteer scuba divers who are getting out of
bed on Saturday and Sunday mornings to dive in order to find EWM so it can be treated
by more LWA volunteers. We have volunteers cooking meals for the membership at the
general meetings; putting out loon nesting platforms or buoys; meeting with the DNR to
lobby for walleye stocking; and performing a myriad of other tasks that seem somewhat
invisible.

As of September 3, 2011 our member count was 196 from a total of around 350 property
owners—we hope to receive many more renewals before year end (12/31). All of us
manage to pay our property taxes annually ($1,500 for an average cabin), but some still
find a $25 membership somehow out of reach. I suppose part of the problem is, that you
receive the benefits of membership whether you join or not. One thing is certain, the
more people who contribute time and/or money, the more we can accomplish for the lake
we share.

Our organization relies on our membership. Our membership has shown it is capable of
a great deal, and I believe we are capable of achieving much more.

Ted Johnson, Ouitgoing President

Have you paid your 2011 Membership? (Form on Page 17)
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History of Eastlake Wild Ricebed

By Richard Nelles
Please preserve and encourage the wild rice bed in the East lake.
Now it is about one fourth the size that it was years ago.

A little history first. The writer of this article will take you back to
1946. When you passed through the east narrows east bound, you
entered a narrow waterway about two boat widths wide. The water-

way was free of surface vegetation. You were at the start of the rice
bed.

This waterway was taking you to the east but with a slight turn to
your left, or north. It turned because you were approaching a dock
owned by Ed and Inga Nystrom who had lived there for years. They
came in from highway six. A portion of their road became Eastburn
Road. From the Nystrom location the waterway continued east to
the eastern shore. Then it turned south to the first island. All the
water to the west of waterway was solid wild rice. At the first island
was a cabin. They came in by boat from the lowa Camp.

That large portion of the lake where the rice bed is, has a muck bot-
tom over sand with shallow water. In the spring a good share of the
boat traffic cuts across the rice bed area.

The outboard motor pulls the rice roots and muck up off the sand
bottom. Pilots tell me you can see from the air where each boat has
gone. It is leaving a light colored trail. Also the boats bow creates
waves that break off the top of rice leaves as they start to leaf out on
top of the water

If we as boaters would like to reestablish the rice bed and encourage
more waterfowl, we need to attempt to stay out of rice bed area.

Enjoy Lake Washburn and at the same time protect the environ-
ment .

Interesting Figures....

= Tourism in Minnesota is 9 Billion dollar industry

= Minnesota has over 250 Billion worth of lake shore
property. Paying an estimated 25 billion in real
estate taxes.

= The MAXIMUM penalty for transporting Aquatic
invasive species is $1,000. Last year the DNR is-

sued around $4,000 for AIS violations.
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Minnesota's most popular fishing hot-spot -- rocked gently on
quiet Friday in August, but beneath the surface was bedlam.
There, on the lake bottom, a population explosion of tiny zeb-
ra mussels is occurring that could change the great lake forev-
er.

"It's a solid carpet of zebra mussels." shouted Tom Jones, bob-
bing in the lake in his scuba gear after surfacing from a dive
Friday in the gray-green waters.

Jones, a large lake specialist with the Department of Natural
Resources, and coworkers dived this month in Mille Lacs to
document the growth of the invasive mussels, first found in
the 200-square-mile lake in 2005.

What they found |G
stunned them. %

Last year they count-
ed an average of 14
zebra mussels per @
square foot. This year,
the average is a little
more than 1,000 per
square foot -- 73
times more than last
year -- which is seven B

mussels  per square
inch.

"It's  phenomenal.”
Jones  said. "Way
more than we ex-§
pected."

They had expected g8

perhaps a tenfold in- [§
crease from last year.

But the fingernail-size

invaders from Furope. The hull of a boat which was left in Zebra Mussel infested waters...

first found in the
Great Lakes in 1988, have flourished in Mille Lacs. The DNR
divers lay a square-foot quadrant on the lake bottom, then
count the mussels inside it. It used to be easy: now they al-
most need calculators.

In one square foot at Three Mile Reef, where an average of 45
zebra mussels per square foot were found last vear. Jones
counted 4,500 of the invaders.

"There was no visible rock at all." he said.

The population growth is so explosive. it's hard to compre-
hend.

"In 2005. the first year, we did 60 dives and found four zebra

« Zebra Mussels on Mille Lacs increase

73 Times in 2011

mussels," Jones said. Total. Three years later, they counted an aver-
age of .4 zebra mussels per square foot, but they had spread from the
north side, where they likely were accidentally introduced, to the rest
of the lake. The number jumped to four in 2009, then 14 per square
foot in 2010.

"Now there's nowhere we go that has habitat that doesn't have zebra
mussels,” Jones said. "The coverage is complete.” And Jones said the
explosion isn't over.

"Their peak densities [elsewhere] are 10,000 per square foot." he
said. "They might get there next year, or the year after."

They will become so numerous that they will compete against each
other, -likely causing their numbers to fall. They could stabilize at
j 5,000 per square foot,
Jones said. No one real-
ly knows for sure.

y Impact to the lake

Minnesota is in unchart-
ed waters. No one
% knows how the invaders
will affect Mille Lacs
and its famed walleye
fishery or the other 20
infected lakes, rivers
and waterways.

At Mille Lacs, docks,
boats, buoys, boat lifts,
rocks, water pipes and
even native clams and
snails are becoming
o encrusted with zebra
mussels. which latch on
, and don't let go.

"We heard a story of a
boat that had so many
zebra mussels on the hull
it couldn't get up on plane until they scraped them off." Jones said.
"That kind of thing will be more and more common."

The native mussel species likely will be wiped out, Jones said. This
summer, divers found some areas where virtually every native mussel
had zebra mussels attached to it.

"We've never seen that before." Jones said.

Zebra mussels live three to five years, then die. and their sharp shells
wash up on beaches, posing hazards to swimmers. That hasn't hap-
pened yet, Jones said. but it could happen in the next year or two.

The mussels filter up to a quart of water daily and consume algae.

Continued on page 6
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Eurasian Watermilfoil Update: Huge progress, still work to do

Things went very well this summer with our EWM fight. We were
able to complete 3 complete scuba surveys of the originally infest-
ed area. We only found 10-12 plants in 1 location, and vigilant
residents found one sample floating in East Bay. We treated the
one area we found plants, and will continue diving and looking for
EWM this fall, if any more sights are found we will treat them as
well..

We now have a better awareness and residents throughout the lake
are keeping an eye out for EWM as they swim, watch their shore-
line, and fish. This constant vigilance is the key. We need to know
where the EWM is in order to treat it.

Remarkable progress...We progressed from having thousands of
EWM plants over 6 acres in 2009 to five or six locations with a
couple hundred plants in 2011, and in 2012 we found only 10-12
plants in one location.

We have made unique progress in two years. Darrin Hoverson of
the DNR remarked that Lake Washburn is the closest to eliminat-
ing EWM of any lake in Minnesota.

A good analogy is to cancer. We caught it very early and thanks to
a little Tuck, good monitoring and removal through hand-picking
(surgery) and targeted chemical treatments (radiation) we not only
have control, but we are hopefully in the process of eliminating it.

If we are lucky, and diligent, our process will continue to eliminate
EWM and hopefully eliminate it from the lake forever. This is a
process, and we will need to keep up our efforts for several years
before we can declare victory.

Unfortunately as we have made progress on EWM, Zebra Mussels

AlS Expenses

® Treatment = Boat Monitoring ® Awareness B Surveilance

Treatment; 6.803;

Surveilance; 2.694 39%

; 15%

Awareness; 1.776; ——— 5
10% %

Boat Monitoring;
6.340; 36%

have started to get very close to our shores, and we are in-
creasingly vulnerable to being infested by zebra mussels,
which once in the lake are impossible to remove and there
are no treatments. So we discussed this at the August gen-
eral meeting and the membership unanimously approved our
continuing to monitor the boat ramp to help prevent Zebra
Mussels and other AIS from getting into the lake.

We also discussed more aggressive inspection options which
some lakes have pursued such as Christmas Lake which is
putting in a key coded gate to ensure that potentially con-
taminated boats are cleaned before entering the lake. Other
lakes have put in video surveillance systems. The member-
ship unanimously endorsed the board investigating options
to control and prevent AIS and reporting back to the mem-
bership.

The table and pie chart below, which was presented at the
August meeting shows an overview of revenue and expens-
es used on AIS from July 2009 through the August General
meeting. Generally we have done well in raising funds and
we have a strong reserve. However we will continue to use
funds, so we need to continue to pursue donations to help up
continue our AIS efforts.

We are going the right direction we just need to keep it up.

AlS Revenue and Expense
July 2009 To Aug. 20, 2011
|Revenue
Donations 30.192
Fundraising 2.250
LWA General Fund 3.243
35.684
Expenses
Treatment 6.803
Boat Monitoring 6.340
Awareness 1.776
Surveilance 2.694
17.613
Remaining AIS FUND 18.072
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Lake groups vent frustration over DNR's zebra mussel plan

The largest meeting to date of individuals and groups working to
stop the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) in Minnesota met
with Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Commissioner Tom
Landwehr to express frustration with what they described as the
DNR'’s “lack of action.”

On September 1. almost 40 people packed a meeting room in with
Landwehr, DNR AIS specialist, Dr. Luke Skinner and other DNR
staff in St. Paul.

Those attending represented lake associations, watershed districts,
statewide advocacy groups like Minnesota Seasonal Recreational
Property Owners (MSRPO), local elected officials and concerned
citizens.

“As | meet with lake associations and members across the state, |
find that people are increasingly frustrated with the DNR’s per-
ceived limited response to the continued spread of AIS, particularly
zebra mussels.” said attendee Jeff Forester, MSRPO executive di-
rector.

Landwehr, in his opening remarks to the group, said. “I come from
the non-profit world and those organizations are smaller, more nim-
ble and able to change course quickly. The Department of Natural
Resources is not small or nimble and it will take time for us to
ramp up.”

Until Tast year, the DNR had little authority to stop and inspect
boats without visible signs of AIS violation, like plants hanging
from a lower unit.

A new law granted the DNR authority to stop and inspect boats
tactically, and look in live wells and bilges. Zebra mussel
“veligers” are microscopic, and thousands can be transported in a
cup of water.

If AIS are found during an inspection, the DNR can now order a
full decontamination of the boat using a specially designed high-
pressure hot water washer.

At the time of passage, the DNR had very few trained inspectors,
and only one portable decontamination unit.

In June, the DNR purchased three additional decontamination units,
retrained other staff and hired more inspectors.

“From the time we got back following shut down, it took us less
than two weeks to get people trained and out in the field,” said
Skinner.

These resources were focused on the zebra mussel infested waters
at highest risk for spread — the metro area around Lake Minneton-
ka, the Brainerd area and Mille Lacs, and Lake Ossawinamikee.
Skinner noted that so far, the department had performed more than
1.000 inspections, 36 mandatory decontaminations, and 70
“courtesy” decontaminations.

Next year, the department plans to hire 100 additional inspectors,
create regional teams to target zebra mussel infested waters, and
purchase 20 to 30 more decontamination units.

“With 200 public accesses on zebra mussel infested waters, and
double that many private accesses, we are facing a big challenge,”
Skinner said.

Data from Lake Minnetonka and Mille Lacs show an explosion of
zebra mussels this summer. Sampling disks that recorded less than
100 zebra mussels per square meter in June are now recording tens

of thousands.

“As a fisheries biologist, it scares the hell out of me,” said
author and fish biologist Dick Sternberg. Attendees in the
room shared his urgency. Sternberg then offered his ideas for
better signage at boat landings on infested lakes.

Others urged the DNR to use bar codes to make sure boats
had been inspected for AIS prior to launch, increased fines
for violators, and “red lake/green lake” designations.

For an hour and a half, DNR staff and Commissioner Land-
wehr listened as each attendee was given an opportunity to
vent and offer their ideas for a solution.

All agreed that funding remains an obstacle. In 2010, the
DNR spent $3.8 million on AIS control. Last session, the
Legislature nearly doubled funding to $7.2 million in FY
2012 and $8.5 million in fiscal year 2013.

“The Legislature supplied one-time money from the Lottery
fund,” said Forester. “MSRPO will be back to seek adequate,
reliable and ongoing funding for AIS efforts.”

When one attendee mentioned using money from the recent-
ly created Legacy Fund that comes from the three-eighths of
a cent sales tax approved by voters in 2008, the room erupted
in applause.

“A few years ago, there were very few people involved in
this issue,” Forester said. “Grassroots pressure will stem the
tide.”

Said Commissioner Landwehr: “The place where this gets
resolved will be at the Capitol as legislators start hearing
from boat owners, anglers, property owners and others who
go to the Capitol and get them to support us.”

Labor Day marked the end of the summer season on Minne-
sota lakes, and as docks and boats are removed from the wa-
ter, officials expect more lakes to report zebra mussel infes-
tations and public concern to build.
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Thank you to our Highway 48 clean-up crew. This year our volunteers were:

o Jerry and Karen Anderson o Jerry and Jackie Hagel
¢ Ron Behning o David and Sharon Reier

Mille Lacs Overrun with Zebs

Continued from page 3...

which is food for zooplankton, essential food for small fish. But they might head for deeper, darker waters.
Water clarity usually increases. That might be starting to hap-
pen on Mille Lacs, Jones said. He plans to survey water clari-
ty this week.

"It might change their distribution, so anglers might not catch them
where they usually do." Jones said. That's why the DNR is document-
ing the zebra mussel explosion, as well as water chemistry and clarity.
Consider this: At a density of 500 zebra mussels per square
foot, the mussels would filter the entire water column above
them every day, "and we'll be at two or three times that num-
ber," Jones said. "That means the water will be filtered com-
pletely every day. possibly more than once. That's why clarity

Clearer water also could increase vegetation growth, including the
growth of Eurasian watermilfoil, another invasive found in Mille
Lacs. This summer, Jones found it in a place he had never seen it be-
fore.

would improve. "If we get more vegetation in the lake, that could favor species like

The water could be clearest in areas with the highest zebra bass." he said. "We should see bass numbers increase.

mussel density, he said. The bottom line: The long-term impact to Mille Lacs, its fisheries.

Clearer water likely won't be beneficial to walleyes. which anglers and the businesses that depend on them is uncertain.

generally don't like sunlight. And it could make catching
them tougher. The coveted fish won't disappear from the lake.
Jones said.

"We just don't know what will happen." Jones remarked.

Two kayakers make their way home on a quiet morning. Photo Courtesy of Ken Reynods.
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Emily Manganese Mining Pilot Project Completed

Char Kinzer, manager of public relations for Crow Wing Pow-
er and Cooperative Mineral Resources (CMR), gave a power
point presentation to Lake Washburn Association general
meeting, sharing information about a local Manganese deposit
and demonstration project occurring this year.

CMR was formed by Crow Wing Power as a subsidiary to
purchase land and mineral rights to what has been touted as
the richest manganese deposit known in North America3. The
manganese deposit was discovered in the 1940°s and geolo-
gists have determined the deposit has approximately 1 billion
pounds of rich highly concentrated manganese.

Manganese is used for making steel for the most part, but up
and coming technologies, such as the electric car battery in-
dustry is making manganese more in demand. The U.S. cur-
rently imports all of its manganese.

Crow Wing Power bought the land in late 2008 after foreign
companies had several purchase offers to the local land owner.
Crow Wing Power had experience with other diversified busi-
nesses and re-invested profits from the sale of Hunt Technolo-
gies, which was a profitable ven-
ture several years ago.

Crow Wing Power wanted to pro-
tect the local communities and is
determined to find the best way to
extract manganese from the site
without harming the environment
and to potentially share the wealth
locally as a not - for- profit coop-
erative. The site is located about
one mile north of Emily and the
rich manganese is concentrated in
about five acres.

The demonstration project that
CMR has been conducting this
year was to test and analyze a
bore hole mining technology to
determine if they can extract man-
ganese in an environmentally
sound and economically effective
way. The demonstration used one
14 inch diameter well and lowered
the bore hole tool 200 to 400 feet
below the earth’s surface, where
the richest manganese is located.
The bore hole tool used existing
ground water with high pressure
jets to loosen and extract the man-
ganese/ore material. The minerals
were pumped in a closed looped

Fabucton

system to a processing building where 80% of the water was ex-
tracted from a wet slurry mixture and returned back to the well.
The manganese, iron and silica were shipped in tightly covered
trucks to the University of Minnesota Mineral Research Lab in
Coleraine.

CMR obtained a multitude of permits from five federal and state
regulatory agencies and the City of Emily in order to conduct the
demonstration. After extracting 1.2 tons of manganese, silica and
ore, CMR closed the extraction phase of the demonstration on
August 4. Currently they are reviewing the data collected and
analyzing the manganese material.

If CMR determines that the project could move into a commercial
operation, it could take several years of planning and permitting
with public comments and review with an Environmental Impact
Statement.

Detailed information on the project and the manganese can be
obtained at www.cwpower.com where a manganese link sits in the
home page.
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Please support them by using their services.

Kendall Tschida

LICENSED « BONDED « INSURED

American Eagle

Security Systems, Inc.
218-566-1000
114 3rd Ave. SE

Remer, MN 56672-9726
e-mail: ameagle @means.net

QrTﬁf:)ered Chef’

THE KITCHEN STORE THAT COMES TO YOUR DOOR
Shan Eisler WIPZAZ I (E4 )

Iu{wccsun»v SeNIOR ExEcuTivE

www shanskitchen.com

Call for your free catalog!
Free shipping when you mention LWA!

May-Oct
Thur-Sat
10-5
Sun
12-3

Oct-Dec

"1_ G-b&]:.

Sat
antiques 10-5

- jes s
Collectib 12‘“;

Dave & Cindy
39970 Highway 6, Emily MN

218-763-4080 218-792-5816
Buy, Sell, Also In-Store or Internet Consi gnment

JONES' TAXIDERMY
of Emily

Tracy Jones
Licensed, Certified Taxidermist

40476 Pinewood Drive
Emily, MN

Phone: (218) 763-2393 Cell: (218)851-5866

Meri Lysne, Broker
Visit My Website:
www.vacationlandrealtyinc.com
E-mail: merit@brainerd.net

®_./ Realty, Inc.

6437 County Road 58
Outing, MN 56662
Business: 218-792-5365
Toll Free: 800-792-5365
Fax: 218-792-5178

Cell: 218-820-6588
Home: 218-792-5526

Vacationland

Jewelry | Clothing | Sandals | Accessories | & Iots more
Attached to the Outing Station

24 Hour Gasoline
&

218-792-5303 --- 218-792-5332
outingboutique@hotmail.com

"No job & foo srmall”

Cass County Construction

Septic System Design and Installation
Compliance Inspection
Site Prep and Excavation « Landscaping
Backhoe, Dozer and Skid Steer Work
Black Dirt « Rock « Sand « Gravel

The Strength of Community

 UJINLIEY
BANK

Crosby ¢ Emily ¢ Genola

W

®

(f

www.unitvbanking.com

_Dan Switzer, Owner Bus. {218)792.6666 3
MPCA #2205 + Outing, MN 56662 « Cell (218)838-8369 Member FDIC

'
The Broken Rod Becker's

Bait / Tackle / Dog Boarding
www . brokenrodbait.com

Jjohnmahr@brokenrodbait.com

John Mahr

17372 County Road 1
F1ﬁ} Lakes, MN 56448

218-763-4444

Crosslake Floor Covering

"Where Quality Counts"

33757 County Road 3
Crosslake, MN 56442
{South of Crosslake on County Road 3, Just north of Crosslake Sheetmetal)

Phone: 218-692-4157
Toll Free: 888-692-4157







