
I hope everyone is as 
happy as I am, that 
another chilly winter 
season is over and once 
again, we can enjoy 
the blooming flowers, 
wonderful sunsets, and 
family gatherings at 
beautiful Lake Washburn. 
Hopefully, there is light 
at the end of the tunnel, 

and we can all look forward to a safe and healthy 
2022 as we try to conquer the COVID pandemic 
that has altered the lives of all of us.

We plan to have our LWA Membership Meeting 
at the Crooked Lake Township Hall on June 
4, and have many other activities scheduled 
for the summer and fall, including our Youth 
Fishing Challenge, Fourth of July Boat Parade, 
Ice Cream Social and the Adopt-a-Highway 48 
Clean-up to bookend the summer. 

The LWA Board will continue to move forward 
with new projects that support our mission to 
preserve our lake and its environment for future 
generations, including both Lake Stewardship 
and Shoreline Preservation/Restoration projects. 

Management of AIS will remain an important 
priority. Everyone on Lake Washburn deserves 
a pat on the back for their efforts in controlling 
AIS. In addition to Eurasian Water Milfoil 
monitoring, there will be an increased emphasis 
on spiny water fleas and zebra mussels in 2022.

I look forward to seeing existing friends and 
meeting new ones, as I take over the LWA reins 
from Ron Reich. Please plan on coming to our 
first membership meeting of 2022. Hope to see 
you there!

Ross Lindmeyer
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Working to protect our lake and its environment for future generations
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Minnesota Lead Legislation Update

Legislation prohibiting the sale, manufacture, and use of certain lead fishing tackle in Minnesota 
is not likely to pass this year.

House Bill HF/157 was heard in February and may become part of an omnibus bill in the 
Environment and Natural Resources Policy and Legal Finance Committee, probably during 
next year’s session. To date, Minnesota Senate Bill #247 has not been heard. 

For more information: mn.gov.bills 
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Hummingbirds are some of the smallest birds in the 
world and fluttering those tiny wings 90 beats per second 
burns up calories fast! To maintain their momentum, 
hummingbirds need to eat - a lot! They consume half their 
body weight in bugs and nectar every day, feeding every 10-
15 minutes and visiting 1,000-2,000 flowers!

You can help them get the nutrients they need by 
providing them with their favorite meal - nectar. 
It can be made at home with a just a few simple 
ingredients. By filling your feeder with this mixture, 
you can complement local nectar-rich plants and watch 
these beautiful little birds feed and flitter all day.

Humming Bird Recipe

• Mix 1/4 cup refined white cane sugar with 1 cup 
boiling water and stir until sugar is dissolved. 

• Cool the mixture and fill your hummingbird feeder.
• Hang the feeder outside - wait for the hummingbirds 

to come!

It’s a good idea to change the sugar water mixture 
every couple of days, especially during periods of high 
temperatures as it will ferment if it’s in the feeder for too 
long.

Please do not substitute organic, raw, powdered, or 
brown sugar, or use honey, all of which can promote 

dangerous fungal growth. In addition, tinting the water 
with red food coloring is unnecessary and can prove deadly 
to these little birds.

You can also attract hummingbirds naturally by 
planting nectar-bearing native plants in your yard or 
community. 

We love the hummingbirds!

If you would like to contact any of the volunteers or offer constructive comments and suggestions, please send an email, visit 
the LWA website or scan the QRC to go to the LWA website.
lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com
www.lakewashburnmn.org/contactus
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LWA - Spring/Summer Membership Update - 2022
As I start writing this report, 
the wind is howling 
at 30 mph, and we’ve 
had another six inches 
of snowfall. Clearly, 
Mother Nature has 
other plans for the 
beginning of 
spring. But ice-
out is inevitable 
and summer 
activities will take 
over the months ahead. 

LWA membership invoices were mailed in January and continue 
to be a great vehicle for beginning or renewing memberships. 
For all your support we THANK YOU! 

There are a few numbers I’d like to share, as of April 28, 2022:

•  273  LWA memberships 
•  53  sustaining members 
•  94  donations to the General Fund
•  118  donations to the Ted Johnson Memorial AIS Fund

Our goal of 300 memberships still seems elusive, but hopefully 
2022 will be the year we reach 300 or more. Please ask your 
adult children or friends and extended family, who frequent 
Washburn to become members. This allows for the legacy of 
your membership to carry forward to the next generations. 

The LWA relies on support from its members, and you can easily 
keep your membership current when you become a “sustainer.” 
Sustaining memberships are gaining in popularity, and making 
this selection is simple. 

• Start by filling out the membership form (see page 23). 
• Use your credit card for payment, make any additional 

donations
• Check the Sustaining Member box.  
• Your contact and credit card information will be securely 

stored in the LWA Square account. Every January 10, your card 
will be processed automatically, renewing your membership 
without hassle. If your card is declined (typically due to 
passed expiration dates) you’ll receive an email asking for 
updated information.

Please double check the newsletter mailing label to confirm your 
membership status before sending in your membership form. 
 
Contact me if you have any questions, and thank you, LWA 
members! 

Glen Goodwin
LWAgoodwin@icloud.com
lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com

IOWA CAMP

2022MembershipMap
Ownership
Legend

Non
Members Member

Sustaining
Member State

Tax
Forfeited

Tax
Exempt

Updated
May 2022

Washburn
Boat

Parade
Saturday, July 2

Join
   us! Join
   us! Join
   us! 
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ANNUAL AIS TREATMENT NOTICE
The Lake Washburn Association has made provisions to treat 
Eurasian Watermilfoil, an Aquatic Invasive Species IF any plants 
are found during the annual full lake survey in 2022.

The MNDNR has granted to the LWA a waiver of the requirement 
that the association obtain the signatures of approval of owners of 
lake shore property. Instead, LWA will notify property owners of the 
treatment through alternate forms. This notice is one form that 
LWA is using to notify property owners. Other forms include but 
are not limited to notification on the LWA member email list and/or 
web page.
Regarding treatment for this year, 2022:
1. The proposed date for treatment will be posted in late summer

2. The target species for the treatment is likely to be Eurasian
watermilfoil.

3. The method of control or product being used: EPA and MDA 
registered aquatic herbicides.

4. If you desire that the treatment NOT occur adjacent to your 
property, please notify the LWA at the following address or email 
address below:

P.O. Box 26, Outing, MN 56662  lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com

Washburn
Fishing Limits

6 Combined total
Not more than 1 over 20”

WALLEYE

10- Not more than 2 over 26”
all from 22-26”

must be released

NORTHERN PIKE

6 Combined total
Largemouth or Smallmouth

BASS

CRAPPIE
20 Combined total

All varieties

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
regulations/fishing/index.html

20 Combined total
All varieties

SUNFISH

How DNR
spends a

license dollar

Activities
funded
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Get the Lead Out

Is your tackle made of lead?

If you have tackle to dispose of, please 
contact Susan Tyra at
susan_tyra@sbcglobal.net 
She will make arrangements with you to 
pick it up.

Also, look for drop off stations at the 
DNR boat launch and the CLT recycling 
station.

Get The Lead Out

You can help save our loons!

Lead poisoning is

the most significant cause

of mortality in adult loons.

Annual Clean-Up Day for CLT residents will be held on 
Saturday, June 11, from 8 a.m. to Noon.
LOCATION: North of Outing on State Highway #6 to County 
Road #48 (Washburn Lake Road). Turn west and go approxi-
mately half a mile. Look for signs. 

Materials accepted include: tires, appliances, electronics such 
as televisions, computers and monitors, old useless furniture, 
carpeting, scrap iron, lawn mowers, EMPTY propane tanks 
(20-lb. and 100-lb.), car batteries, nickel cadmium rechargeable 
and button-type mercury batteries, fluorescent bulbs. Please 
separate the items such as tires, electronics, scrap metal, etc., 
to help things move along quicker.

Items not accepted: demolition materials or wood waste, 
household garbage, hazardous waste - including paint, pesti-
cides or chemicals. 

Questions? Contact Connie Glass at (218) 838-1619 or 
Pat Bennington at (612) 749-0632 or visit
www.crookedlake.govoffice2.com.

Crooked Lake Township
Clean-Up Day
June 11

Household Hazardous Waste Collection is set for
August 10, 1-3 p.m. at the CLT recycling canister station.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection is set for
August 10, 1-3 p.m. at the CLT recycling canister station.
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The Outing Volunteer Library

Did you know that just a short drive - or walk - from almost 
anywhere in our Lake Washburn community, is the Outing 
Volunteer Library? If you’re driving to Crosslake for reading 
materials, you may be interested to know about our own 
local library, and the asset it is to our community.

The Outing Volunteer Library began nearly 16 years ago 
when retired librarian, Carol Pierce and her husband, Tom, 
relocated from the Twin Cities to Lake Roosevelt. To stay 
engaged in her field while in retirement, Carol sought 
opportunities to volunteer, and even considered assisting 
at the library in Crosslake. When she mentioned this to 
a friend, she was encouraged instead, to initiate a plan to 
bring Outing its very own library - a resource that would 
provide great benefits to area residents, both full time and 
seasonal.    

And so it began, a labor of love from the beginning. Once 
the township board agreed that the library was a good idea, 
a space adjacent to the Crooked Lake Township Town Hall 
was offered. Through word-of-mouth, a variety of efforts 
came together to get the ball rolling, and volunteers helped 
with cleaning, securing shelving, door-locks and, of course, 
BOOKS!
The library quickly became a popular destination for local 
readers, and book donations continued to come from 

individuals, as well as other libraries in Minnesota. As 
interest grew, the initial space became too small, and plans 
began for expansion. Additional shelving and racks were 
secured, and community volunteers assisted with the 
work that needed to be done (electrical work, inspections, 
carpentry and so on.) Fundraising efforts, including a Dinner 
and Silent Auction held by Lake Washburn’s “Friends of the 
Library” group, raised money for expenses. Many Lake 
Washburn area residents have supported the library from 
the beginning, serving as board members, benefactors, and 
book donators! Our community has truly embraced the 
library in so many ways!

Today, the Outing Volunteer Library continues to grow 
in what it offers to our community. Carol Pierce remains 
the founder and librarian, and she and a small staff of 
volunteers do fantastic job! The selection of books is vast, 
versatile, and ever changing. It’s free - no cost to join, no 
due dates, no fines, no cards - and accessible to all! As a 
501c3 Minnesota Non-Profit, the library gratefully accepts 
monetary donations as well as new and gently used books. 

Check out the Outing Volunteer Library for your next book! 
And bring the kids. They also have a well-stocked and ever-
expanding Children’s Section! 

By Mary Lindmeyer

ICE CREAMICE CREAM
FLOATINGFLOATING

Saturday
Sept. 3
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Although it has yet to invade Lake Washburn, some say it 
is only a matter of time. Per National Geographic and the 
National Invasive Species Information Center, zebra mussels 
(ZMs) are native to both the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea 
in Central Asia. They arrived in the Great Lakes in 1988 
accidentally, in the ballast water of the ships. Today, they 
threaten the ecosystems of our rivers and lakes, and have 
traveled as far west as the Lake Powell Reservoir in Utah 
and Arizona. 

Zebra mussels are small animals with a striped, D-shaped 
shell composed of two hinged valves joined by a ligament. 
The shells are typically one-quarter inch to one and one-half 
inches long, depending on age, with alternating yellow and 
brownish colored stripes. Adults are typically fingernail 
sized.

The life span of a zebra mussel outside of the water varies, 
but if they make their way into pipes or areas that provide 
wet conditions, they can survive for up to 30 days. When left 
in water at temperatures above freezing, their life expectancy 
is three to four years. 

Like native mussels, ZMs filter lake water, but colonize 
rapidly on softer surfaces by holding on to one another with 
their byssal threads. They also eat the plankton necessary for 
natural habitat to survive, wreaking havoc on ecosystems. In 
one spawning season they can produce up to a million eggs 
per year. Their shells can cause cuts and scrapes on humans 
and pets, crowd out and kill native mussels and clams, coat 
and clog water intake pipes and create water toxicity like 
botulism.

Early detection and reporting is key. Look for zebra mussels 
all season, but especially in late fall or early summer when 
they cling to boats and/or equipment in or out of the water: 
docks, floats and supports, swim platforms, boats, motors, 
anchors, sailboat centerboards and so on. Examine rocks 
and other hard surfaces along the shoreline and in shallow 
water, especially near water accesses. 

As with many other invasive species, the scientific 
community has not found an effective and inexpensive way 
to manage a ZM infestation; however, there is hope. The 
DNR is using Zequanox®, some physical removal, EarthTec 
QZ® (a copper product) and/or potassium chloride on 
various lakes. These treatments have had some success. In 
situations where zebra mussels are found in isolated areas or 
in a small water body, it may be possible to kill all the target 
ZMs using pesticides. Even if killed, their shells will persist 
and can remain attached to a surface after being dead. 

For more information:

• National Invasive Species Information Center
• Effects of Zebra Mussels in our Lakes - Waterfront 

Restoration
• Pilot projects to control zebra mussels | Minnesota DNR 

(state.mn.us)
• Aquatic Invasive Species in Cass County

By Beth R. Moorehead

Create a Zebra Mussel Detection Device!
Hang a PVC pipe, brick, or cinder block under a shady spot of your dock (ZMs tend to avoid direct sunlight) and away 
from high traffic areas in the summer. Suspend the object as deep as possible and tie it to the dock, keeping it at least one 
foot above the bottom. Check it frequently - microscopic zebra mussels on your object may feel like sandpaper, and larger 
samples will have the familiar shape of the letter D (see photo). Immediately report any potential ZM sighting to an LWA 
board member and fill out the DNR’s Volunteer Monitor Report Form. 

The Little Stripped Shell We All Dread - the Zebra Mussel 
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We’re pleased to announce that the LWA has received 
unofficial notice that our 2022 DNR Aquatic Invasive Species 
(AIS) Grant Request for $1500 has been approved for survey 
and treatment, if necessary. We plan to seek additional AIS 
funding from Cass County and Crooked Lake Township.

Our Cass County Inspectors have done an incredible 
job helping to keep our lake free of AIS. Our numbers at 
Washburn for 2021 are:

Inspections 471
Inspection hours 349
Drain plug compliance 99.6%
Water/Plant compliance 100%.   

Every year brings new AIS challenges and 2022 is no 
exception. LWA will be extending our AIS focus to include 
spiny waterfleas, an aquatic species related to the shrimp 
family, and zebra mussels (see page 7), which the DNR has 
recently confirmed to be in Big Thunder Lake, just north of 
Outing. Currently, Washburn does not have these invasive 
species. 

Spiny waterfleas are zooplankton that live in open waters. 
Adults range from one-quarter to five-eighths inches long 
and are opaque. They have a long tail with one to four 
spines and have one large, distinctive black eyespot. The 
spiny waterflea is often found on fishing rods or lines in 
clumps that resemble a gelatinous blob. It is considered 
invasive because it preys on our native zooplankton, which 
all native species of fingerlings rely on for food. Their long 
tail and spine make them difficult for our native fish to eat. 
Females can produce eggs that resist drying or freezing, so 
one female can produce an entire new population!

If we continue to be diligent in cleaning our fishing lines, 
rods, bait buckets, bilges, live wells, anchors, and ropes, we 
may be able to avoid this AIS. There is no known effective 
population control for spiny waterfleas in natural water 
bodies at this time.

If you find evidence of spiny waterfleas, please contact 
any member of the LWA Board, and complete the DNRs 
Volunteer Monitor Report Form. 

By Ross Lindmeyer

Spring 2022 AIS Report

AIS Management 101
Online Education

Would you like to learn more about 
the management decisions being 

made at the lakes you visit? 

https://maisrc.umn.edu/ais-management101

This online class is perfect for anyone who 
wants to be better informed about aquatic 
invasive species (AIS) management strategies. 
If you would like to be a more informed
consumer about what’s happening on your 
nearby lake, have a better understanding of 
what lake management professionals are 
doing, or are considering new AIS control 
efforts, this class is for you! 

• This year’s event is on Saturday, June 25, at a new 
location just north of Iowa Camp - look for the gazebo!

• No registration is required.
• Weigh-in starts at 1:00 p.m.
• The contest is for youths up to age 16 - adults are 

encouraged to help young anglers.
• Northern pike only! Bring in any legal sized Northerns, 

especially “Hammer Handles.”

We’ll have northern pike filleting demonstrations,
games, activities, and great prizes for all who participate!

Our thanks to Pat and Julie Maranda for hosting 
a new location for the contest this year!

More information to come!

The LWA is happy to announce the return of the 
Youth - All Pike Fishing Challenge!
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Adopt-a-Buoy
Adopt-a-Buoy is a volunteer program with a mission to keep boaters safely away from hazards 
on the lake. 

Thanks to the great volunteer response, all Lake Washburn buoys have been adopted by at least 
one person! Thank you to this team of volunteers: Mike Newell, Frank Kendall, Beth Moorhead, 
Scott Erickson, Mary Pat and Pat Fitzpatrick, Ron Reich, Bill Pudwell, Robert Zwart, Barth 
Reding, and Steve and Hallie DeVries.

These volunteers will monitor the buoy locations this season and report significant location 
changes or buoy damage to Dave Braun, Buoy Coordinator.

We are fortunate that Olds Lift & Dock Services places and removes our Lake Washburn buoys 
every season.

Teresa Reding, Adopt A Buoy, Program Coordinator

pineriverstatebank.com

1-888-870-4464

Emily - Pine River - Breezy Point - Pillager - Nowthen

Minnesota’s 21-Day Dry Laws apply to any dock, swim 
platform or associated equipment that is moved out of a 
body of water. Its state law that these items are not placed 
back into another body of water until a minimum of 21 days 
has passed. This law is an early line of defense against EWM, 
zebra mussels and other aquatic invasive species.  

Items should be carefully inspected to make sure no AIS 
are attached. Look on the posts, wheels, and underwater 
support bars of docks and lifts, as well as any parts of boats, 
pontoons, and rafts that may have been submerged in water 
for an extended period.

Please contact a member of the LWA Board if you believe 
you have found evidence of AIS on equipment or in the 
water.

Minnesota’s 21-Day Dry Laws

 For more information: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/shoreland_owners.html
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Thinking of a career in Real Estate? 
Give us a call to explore what we have to offer. 

Cindy & Dave 
(218) 792-5816

Boat Doctor
   NORTH 

768 STATE 6 NE, OUTING 
THE BOAT CLEANING SPECIALISTS 

DETAILING & SHRINKWRAPPING 

Dr. Linda Lewis 

Crosslake 
 218.692.1522 

UP 

KARL F. SKOG 
Owner 

S Highway 3 
Crosslake 

218-692-2177
HEATING & 

AIR CONDITIONING 

BONDED & INSURED  COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Emily Ace Hardware  
39959 State Hwy. 6 
Emily, MN 56447 
Phone: (218) 763-2691 
FAX: (218) 763-4691 
E-mail: emilyace@emily.net

Gary Rittgers 
Owner 

Rachael S. Johnson, DVM 
Kyle D. Anderson, DVM 

CROSSLAKE 
VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

35668 County Road 3 
Crosslake, MN 56442 
crosslakevet@crosslake.net 

Phone: 218.692.4400 
Fax: 218.692.4405 

www.crosslakevet.com 

General medicine and surgery, radiology, 
ultrasound, dentistry, evening & emergency services 

(218) 792-5186
www.villageinndiningsaloon.com 

Located just east of Outing on County Road 58 

M O T E L   

CAMPGROUND 

The place to stay when 
enjoying the Northland! 

YOUR HOST: 
Elaine Nelson 
(218) 566-2555 
(800) 903-1984 

209 Main Street East 
P.O. Box 160 

Remer, MN 56672 

Email: remermotel@means.net 
Website: www.remermotel.com 

dentist 

Toll Free: 877.692.1522 

rreeeennss  GG  mmiillyy  EE  
ggoollff  ccoouurrssee  

“Home of MN’s largest green” 
39966 Refuge Road 
Emily, MN 56447 

Gregg & Susan 
Gamble 

Owners 

Phone: 218-763-2169 
Fax: 218-763-2168 
Cell: 218-546-3000 

Email: emilygreens@tds.net 
www.emilygreens.com 

We would like to thank these businesses for sponsoring our Newsletter. 
Please support them by using their services. 

Heating & Cooling Systems 
® Whatever it takes.® 

Offices located in Emily & Outing 
218-763-3800—Emily               

218-792-5200—Outing
Toll Free: 800-776-5201   

 www.mnlakecountry.com 

Mike Ergen 
Cell: 320-492-6780     www.selectseamless.com 
Home: 218-692-4004  select seamless@gmail.com 

A family owned business for over 16 years 

Contain The Rain! 
with 

SELECT SEAMLESS
Quality Installation 

Gutters  Siding  Soffit  Facia 

 • Boat and Pontoon Storage
 • Offering pickup and deliveryfrom your dock or lift

 • Winterize 2 & 4 stroke outboards
Located in Outing • 218-792-5311
oldsliftanddockservice@gmail.com
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MY STORE – OUTING 
Cenex Gas 

Bait - Tackle - Sporting Goods 
Deli - Groceries - Propane 

218-792-5332 

 

Outing 
Chamber of Commerce

P. O. Box 33
Outing, MN 56662

Check out our weekly events at
www.outingmn.com

Rachael S. Johnson, DVM  |  Kyle D. Anderson, DVM
Caitlin A. Kemp, DVM

35668 County Road 3, Crosslake, MN 56442
218.692.4400 | fax 218.692.4405

crosslakevet@gmail.com | www.crosslakevet.com
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This article is based on information published by MLR and 
the University of Minnesota (UMN) and reprinted with their 
permission.

The protection and preservation of surface water resources, 
lake and shoreline ecosystems, and lakeshore property are 
shared goals for many in Minnesota. Recreational boating is 
a highly popular activity and includes motorized and non-
motorized watercraft. In recent years, with the growth of 
recreational activities including the emergence of the sport 
of wakesurfing, there has been growing concern over the 
impacts of boat-generated waves and propeller wash on 
natural resources. 

CONCERNS INCLUDE:
Adverse environmental impacts - decreased water clarity, 
signs of erosion, up-rooting vegetation, and destruction of 
fish spawning beds 

Property damage - impact of artificial (man-made) produced 
waves on shorelines and docks

Safety - impacts to smaller vessels, paddlers, swimmers, 
anglers

Shared use of lakes - Lake use is limited when surf boats are 
active.

RESEARCH STUDY SUMMARY 
In the summer of 2020, the UMN launched a program 
titled “Healthy Waters Initiative” through the St. Anthony 
Falls Laboratory. The mission is to establish multi-year 
research efforts focusing on issues that have the potential to 
adversely affect Minnesota lakes and rivers. The Initiative 
is an independent research program focused on producing 
targeted, unbiased, peer-reviewed publications of data and 
research findings. 

The initial research was focused on the characterization of 
boat-generated waves. The program carried out a six-week, 
field-based research study examining the wake characteristics 
of four boats. Two of the boats were typical recreational boats 
(non-wakesurf) that are commonly operated for tubing, 
waterskiing, and wakeboarding and the two additional boats 
were wakesurf boats designed specifically for the sport of 
wakesurfing.

CONDENSED RESULTS
The maximum wave height, total wave energy, and maximum 
wave power produced by the boats studied were substantially 
different between two operational conditions tested.

When comparing the boats under their typical operational 
conditions for the non-wakesurf boats and for the wakesurf 
boats, our data documents substantially larger maximum 
wave height, total wave energy, and maximum wave power 
for the wakesurf.

Operating the wakeboats with full ballast tanks appeared 
to have an observable but smaller than expected impact on 
maximum wave height, total wave energy and maximum 
wave power at operational distances less than 100 ft.

Aftermarket wake shaper device installed on both types 
of boats, had an observable impact on the wake wave 
characteristics. This accessory resulted in increased maximum 
wave height, total wave energy, and maximum wave power.

Data collected in this study can be used to inform operational 
distance for wakesurf boats/wakesurfing based on comparing 
wave action derived from non-wakesurf boats.

Operational distances greater than 500 ft. were needed to 
attenuate the measured wake wave characteristics of the 
wakesurf boats to levels equivalent to the non-wakesurf boats 
at 200 ft.

Phase I of the study was completed in October 2020 and 
published in February 2022. Results can be found at: 

https://conservancy.umn.edu/handle/11299/226190

The Graphic below illustrates the current safety operational 
distance of 200-feet  from shore and the proposed 500-foot 
distance as evidenced in the research report. 

University of Minnesota Wake Dynamics Study
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University of Minnesota Wake Dynamics Study
ADDITIONAL RESEARCH 
Phase II: Summer 2022; Waiting for funding sources 
Propeller wash characterization and impacts
Collect high resolution data on prop wash penetration and 
turbulence.

Phase III: No start time published
Wave impacts in the nearshore zone and shorelines
Waves and shoreline stability (natural and riprap)
Waves and aquatic vegetation

Waves and sediment motion in the nearshore
   
Webinar Link: 
https://mnlakesandrivers.org/minnesota-lakes-and-rivers-
webinar-draws-national-audience/
Enter Passcode: 0Qt0k!=x   

Since last August’s LWA Annual Meeting, we, Scott and Mary 
Beth Erickson, have thought often about the presentations we 
heard regarding lakeshore preservation and lake stewardship. 
Looking around the room, we noticed connectedness - 
people were attentive, and there was head-nodding as the 
presentations unfolded. 

Stewardship is the job of taking care of something, such as 
property or an organization. Connectedness is the state of 
being linked or joined. 

We’ve decided to learn more about stewardship and 
preservation here at Washburn - along with other LWA 
community members. Here are some of our favorite learning 
sites: 
• Minnesota Lakes and Rivers: We’ve learned to think of our 

property in terms of lakeshore, upland, and a natural buffer 
zone in between. The 14-point Lake Steward’s quiz caused 
us to think about and identify action items. 

• Minnesota DNR: The “Outdoor Skills and Stewardship” 
page offers webinars every Wednesday on hunting and 
fishing skills, which also steward wildlife populations and 
preserve habitat. 

• The Nature Conservancy, MN: This site educated us about 
the critical role of natural prairie plants on the long-term 
health of our lake. 

• Prairie Restorations, Inc.: PR has great information on the 
endless benefits of using native plantings and have over 
300 species to choose from. 

We plan to apply what we’ve learned thus far for the 
betterment of the long-term health of our lake. Here’s our 
short action list: 

• Improve and expand our buffer zone between lakeshore and 
upland. Prairie Restorations, Inc. identified invasive species 
in our buffer, including poison ivy, cocklebur, and thistle. 
We’re going to eradicate these and install native grasses and 
plants, several of which are flowering. The expansion will 
result in less lawn mowing, and we’re excited about that! 

• Load boat gas by siphoning (instead of funnel pouring) to 
eliminate spillage. 

• Keep our boat wakes 500 feet from shore to allow for wave 
dissipation and travel the lake in no-wake mode near shore 
and in the narrows. 

The health and long-term vibrancy of Lake Washburn are 
dependent upon the actions of property owners and visitors, 
both on the water and on shore. We’d like to share information 
with LWA members about the ways we can preserve and 
strengthen Lake Washburn for future generations. We 
understand LWA is developing standing committees for both 
Natural Lakeshore Preservation, and Lake Stewardship. 

If you’re interested in lakeshore preservation and lake 
stewardship, please give either of us a call or send an email! 
We’d like to talk with you! 

Scott and Mary Beth Erickson
 
Scott.erickson55@gmail.com
Marybetherickson5@gmail.com

Lake Shore Preservation and Stewardship

SCAN CODES FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Fisheries Report  - Spring 2022

It’s spring and a young man’s fancy turns to thoughts of 
… fishing! So too, do those of many an older person! We’re 
pleased to report that a new Lake Management Plan for 
our fishery is in place! The DNR provided a plan draft in 
February and gave us an opportunity to provide input. A 
committee was formed representing each of our lake basins 
and several LWA Board Members joined as well. The group 
included me, John Sweazey, Bob Holman, Greg Hosch, as 
well as LWA Board members Scott Erickson, Glen Goodwin, 
Lisa McCloud, and Mark Wolf. We reviewed the plan draft 
and using stocking and historic testing results together 
with personal experiences, came up with recommendations, 
questions, and concerns. After consolidating all input, Scott 
and Glen joined me in Brainerd to meet with Mike Knapp, 
our DNR contact. Thanks to all these folks for helping get 
the new plan in place and approved!
Our new ten-year plan includes stocking walleye. The 
numbers to be stocked is determined by the DNR, guided 
by their stocking experiences. (It’s interesting to note that 
between 1913 and 1945, the DNR was stocking several 
species of fish in Washburn. Since 1969, only walleye have 
been stocked.)

These definitions may help readers better understand our 
Lake Management Plan:

• Littoral acre is the measurement used by the DNR to 
determine the number of fish to be stocked. A littoral acre 
is the number of acres on a lake covered by less than 15 
feet of water. Washburn has 748 littoral acres.

• Stocking size: Fry are newly hatched walleye, very small 
fish. If used, they are stocked in May. The state standard 
is 1000 fish per littoral acre. Frylings are a bit older and 
are one to two inches in length. The standard is 75 fish 
per acre. If used, they are stocked in June. Fingerlings are 
older and bigger yet, four to six+ inches. The standard 
stocking is about 20 fish. They’re stocked in September/
October. Older, larger fish are difficult to obtain and more 
expensive to purchase. Generally, only one size fish is 
stocked in any given year. 

Key features of the Lake Washburn Plan include stocking 
of 75 fryling per littoral acre (56,100 fish) to occur on even 
number years beginning in 2022. If fryling are not available, 
fingerlings will be used at the rate of one pound of fish per 
acre (about 15,000 fish).

• Fishery Quality:

o Conduct electrofishing each autumn targeting young-
of year-walleye. 

o Gill and trap net, targeting all species at three-year 
intervals (next in 2024) 

o If possible, continue electrofishing for young bass in 
the spring to establish a baseline.

o Monitor northern size and number to determine if 
new northern limit regulations are working, and if the 
average size is increasing. 

• Supplemental Stocking: Stocking of up to 748 pounds 
(15,000 fish) of fingerling walleye could be conducted at 
the option of the LWA, at their expense. 

o Stocking could occur in the year following two years 
of poor electrofishing results. Results in 2021 were very 
good, so the earliest possible date for supplemental 
stocking would be 2024.

o The LWA Board would need to approve of the stocking 
in advance.

o Association members would have to vote to give 
advance approval of the expenditure.

o The DNR would have to provide a permit prior to the 
stocking.

The Lake Management Plans for Washburn may be amended 
by the DNR before the 10-year period ends if it becomes 
obvious that it is not working.

How we can help our fishery: We can’t rely solely on the 
DNR to improve our fishery. Several areas of mutual concern 
not specifically included in the plan but discussed with the 
DNR, include areas where we, the property owners, can 
make a difference.

• Northern: Reduce the number of hammer-handles 
in the lake by keeping smaller northern under 22 
inches. They’re good eating but a little tricky to filet. 
Lisa McCloud made a YouTube video about how 
to turn those small northern into boneless filets in 
under three minutes: https://youtu.be/Wmtpup9kR_E 
The recently expanded northern limit is ten, but not 
more than two longer than 26 inches can be kept; all 
from 22 to 26 inches must be released. This should help 
reduce the hammer-handle population. Studies show that 
smaller, more aggressive fish deplete the food resources 
of a lake faster and more efficiently than larger fish. 
As mentioned, those over 26 inches can be kept - but 
please don’t. While larger fish are fun to catch, they are 
limited in number, not as tasty as smaller fish, and are the 
only predator in the lake that consumes hammer-handle 
size northern. 
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Fisheries Report  - Spring 2022
• Walleye: To assist natural reproduction, walleye over 17 

pounds should be released. For bragging rights, take a 
picture but don’t hold the fish (or any fish) in the gill area. 
Instead, support it with two hands under the fish, with a 
firm but not hard grip. Also, use a rubber net.

• Walleye spawning areas: Washburn has decent natural 
walleye reproduction. There are several areas where 
spawning occurs, but most is confined to two primary 
areas: along the west side of Plummer’s Point, and from 
the middle and along the west side of what I call Bear 
Paw Point, leading into Birch Bay. Part of that area is now 
owned by the DNR. The lake beds have rocky areas with 
the fist-sized rocks needed for spawning. We have three 
distinct threats to the spawning areas. First, boat wakes 
churn up silt that covers the rocks. Secondly, property 
owners remove these rocks from their beach or dock 
area. Finally, fertilizer runoff from lawns promotes algae 
growth that covers the rocks. These impacts are absolutely 
within our ability to manage if we, collectively, choose to 
do so. 

• Bass: We’ve seen a big increase in the number of bass. This 
is another competitor depleting forage and small walleye. 
Bass are fun to catch but maybe not quite as tasty as 
walleye or small northern, so many are released back into 
the lake. Some people soak bass filets in milk overnight to 
remove any fishy taste before cooking. Bass coming from 
our clear water lake should be fine without that step. 

• Perch: Washburn has a very low perch population, a 
concern because perch are a primary forage food for 
most fish, including walleye. The DNR reports that perch 

counts are declining in lakes throughout the state. They’re 
studying the situation to determine the reason and find 
a solution. The DNR won’t stock lakes with perch at this 
time. The LWA might be able to stock them if a perch 
hatchery could be found, but the cost would be ours, and 
it would be about the same as the cost of walleye. The 
DNR must approve any stocking, as no fish of any species 
or quantity can be placed in a lake without first obtaining 
a DNR permit.

• Fishing deep: Some anglers fish in depths of 50 feet or 
more. Often, the fish they catch will have their air bladder 
extending out from the mouth. When fishing at those 
depths, keep any fish caught, regardless of species or size. 
They’ll almost certainly die, whether their air bladder is 
visible or not.

• Fish Creel: We know what testing says about our fishery 
but know little about what’s really happening when 
anglers hit the water. This information would be extremely 
helpful in evaluating the quality of our fishery. How long 
does it take to catch a walleye? A bass? A crappie? What 
was the target fish? How many were caught and released? 
How many hours were spent with no success - and so on. 
In 2005-06 we asked anglers to compete a fishing survey 
following each fishing outing. The info we received was 
great but very few surveys were completed. It may be 
feasible to build an online survey, but use of it would have 
to be voluntary. This is something the LWA membership 
should take a hard look at doing. 

By John Harris, DNR Liaison

My first experience with this 
beautiful area was in the 1950s, 
when my uncle and I drove up to 
Emily to build a hunting cabin. I 
still remember the smell of fresh 
air as we exited the truck after a 
three-hour drive from St. Paul. 
Those trips whetted my desire 
to live up here in God’s country. 
During summer vacations I’d stay 
at the cabin to fish, catch turtles, 
harvest wild rice, dig graves, and 
help with the reconstruction of 
Fifty Lakes after the 1965 tornado. 

Julie and I bought that small hunting cabin when we married 
in 1976. As our two children grew, it became obvious that 
we needed to live on a lake for recreation, so we moved to 
Lawrence Lake in 1985.

We bought our property on Lake Washburn in 1991. The 
cleanliness of Washburn, the bays and topography attracted 
us to purchase our cabin here. Eventually it became harder 
to leave to go home on Sunday evenings so in 2014, we sold 
our home and adhesive packaging business and became 
full-time residents of the northland. We love watching the 
birds and animals that roam our property and appreciate 
the wonderful neighbors who make residing here fun. 

I was told that Washburn was a great fishing lake however, 
since becoming a full-time resident, I don’t seem to find the 
time to fish! I like working out in our yard, as I find being 
out-of-doors is exhilarating.

It’s my pleasure to serve on the LWA Board. I’m dedicated 
to doing my part to maintain the lake we all love so much. 
In my position as Water Patrol Director, I’m charged with 
encouraging the safety of boaters on the lake, and in so 
doing, it’s my pleasure to meet other Washburners. See you 
on the lake!  

Get to Know a Board Member - Pat Maranda
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Traveling on Highway 6, just north of Lake Washburn Road, 
you’ve probably noticed a Fish Hatchery sign, leading you 
to the MN DNR’s Spire Valley Hatchery, one of 15 hatcheries 
in Minnesota. The fish raised at these hatcheries, support 
the $4.2 billion contribution that anglers make each year to 
the state economy.

The Spire Valley Fish Hatchery, established in 1946, was 
purchased by the state of Minnesota in 1968. This facility 
raises coldwater trout and is 
one of only four coldwater 
hatcheries in the state. It 
provides around 1.7 million 
trout that are stocked into 
200 lakes and 100 streams in 
Minnesota. Both Kamloops 
rainbow trout and steelhead 
are raised at Spire Valley.  

Mature Kamloops trout 
returning up the French River 
on Minnesota’s North Shore, 
are caught and spawned for 
eggs each January. The eggs 
are picked up in April and May and stocked at the hatchery. 
A portion of the fish are stocked that fall as fingerlings and 
put into northeastern Minnesota lakes. The remaining fish 
are reared to yearlings and stocked the following spring. 
The process for managing the steelhead trout is much the 
same. Most trout reared at Spire Valley are stocked into 
lakes and streams on the North Shore. 

The key role of the hatchery is fish management, which 
includes protecting and restoring habitats and water quality, 
regulating the harvest, stocking the fish, and educating the 
public. Technology used at the hatchery includes water 
wells, aerators, bio-rings, generators, and cannon jars for the 
eggs. As wear and tear impacts the equipment, it is replaced, 
however, the overall technology used at the hatchery is the 
same since 1946. It does the job!

A popular feature just 
outside the gates of the Spire 
Valley Hatchery, is natural 
spring water flowing from a 
spigot. The ice-cold water is 
available to everyone - hikers 
or bicyclists stopping by to 
fill up water bottles, or local 
residents, stocking up on their 
personal supplies of drinking 
water. This spring supplies 
fresh and clean water for all 
to enjoy.  

While none of the fish from 
the Spire Valley Hatchery end up in Lake Washburn, it’s 
a very interesting place to visit. The hatchery and natural 
spring are located at 1852 State Highway #6 NE in Remer. 
If you’re interested in touring the facility, reservations are 
required by calling 218-792-5164. 

By Mary Lindmeyer

Spire Valley Fish Hatchery
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Thanks to all our LWA Newsletter
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and proof this newsletter. 
We could not do it without you! 

Thanks to all our LWA Newsletter
volunteers  who help write, edit

and proof this newsletter. 
We could not do it without you! 

If you are interested in joining
the newsletter team,

please contact any member of the
LWA Board, and we will give you a call!

lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com
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 Recovering from Winter
After one long winter here, while my gardening neighbors 
were planting their vegetables and flowers, it was, again, 
boat cover repair time and we asked ourselves the annual 
pointless question: “How much do we want to spend 
replacing the cover on an old pontoon boat?”

Repairs in past years included removing the boat deck 
and carefully marking each piece (in case someone got 
Alzheimer’s before the job was finished) and installing the 
new platform all summer long between rainstorms and 
days of visiting relatives.   

But two summers ago, something went wrong with the 
long shaft “thing” underneath the boat (boat part names 
don’t come easily to me).  Model and serial numbers were 
matched online, and the part was ordered. When it arrived, 
though, it had different dimensions, so the project had to 
be expanded to include rebuilding the console. The final 
result was a control-freak’s dream: now only the boat 
operator can see the lake depth and the little fishies on the 
Fish Locator. The year before that the vinyl covering on the 
back bench seat was replaced. That didn’t take long, and the 
seat color almost matches the seat back color, so I convinced 
myself I could re-patch the boat cover.  Again. 

I stretched the ragged thing out on the dining room floor 
and crawled around on it, marking the patch area with 
chalk. Then I took a day off so my aching back could recover, 
and I could rethink my approach to this repair.

After a day of resting and thinking, I heaved that pile of 
bulky canvas on top of the dining room table, but it was so 
much bigger than the table, that I made yet another mid-
course correction and lugged it upstairs to the back bedroom 
and flung it onto a double bed. There are no curtains in that 
bedroom because I spend so much time there sewing boat 
seats and covers, and I need the light!

After the long sides of the cover were tucked tightly under 
the mattress and the short sides anchored with rows of old 
clothespins, and the patch duct-taped in place, I rolled up 
one side of it so this darn protector of all elements could be 
stuffed under the head of the sewing machine. I parked two 
sturdy chairs behind the sewing machine to catch the cover 
as it was stitched and shoved it through the machine.

The bulk and size of the cover halted the stitching at each 
of its four corners. I lifted the presser foot, snipped off 
the threads, dragged it back to the bed, rotated the darn 
thing and rerolled the other side to be stuffed through the 
machine.   

But the bobbin ran out three inches before the finish line, 
and I paused at that point to think about how nice the 
bedroom would look with curtains. Maybe I’ll make some 
this winter. Maybe I’ll throw the sewing machine out. Maybe 
next spring, I’ll plant some flowers and vegetables.

By Diane DuBay

We have used RMB Environmental Laboratories for water 
quality testing at Washburn since 2005 and continue to 
monitor four sites on the lake - the East, North, West, and 
Birch Bay basins - to quantify the physical, chemical, and 
biological conditions in our lake. Testing is done five times 
per year, from May through September. 

Water quality is evaluated by measuring levels of phosphorus, 
chlorophyll-a, and Secchi depth (water transparency). Since 
these three numbers are measured using different units for 
each, it’s difficult to compare them to one another, so we 
convert the numbers to a Trophic State Index. The overall 
TSI is the average TSI for phosphorus, chlorophyll-a, and 
Secchi depth. Lakes are classified as follows: 

 • Oligotrophic  0-40 TSI 
 • Mesotrophic   40-50 TSI 
 • Eutrophic  Over 50 TSI 

Washburn is considered to be a mesotrophic lake - one with 
moderate levels of nutrient enrichment. The TSI mean at our 
monitoring sites is in the low 40s. 

In 2021, our TSI numbers were slightly better. This is 
expected when there is a drought, and therefore minimal 
runoff into the watershed. These results are encouraging, 
but it’s important to understand that with vigilance, we can 
avoid deterioration, and maintain or even improve, the water 
quality of Washburn, by making conscientious decisions 
about how we use the land and the water, and especially, by 
properly maintaining septic systems, and having a buffer 
strip at the shoreline.

A one-page summary, as well as detailed recent and 
historical results for each basin’s history is available at 
www.rmbel.info. 

The MN DNR has information about water quality at  
www.dnr.state.mn.us - Search Water Quality. 

By Dave Snesrud

Water Quality Report
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Remembering Friends
John E. (Jack) Moynagh

John E. (Jack) Moynagh, age 84, of 
Remer, succumbed to multiple years 
of congestive heart failure on March 
31, 2022. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Roland and Genevieve, 
and sister, Patricia. He is survived by 
his sister, Mary Callander; children, 
Kimberly, and James; grandchildren, 

Stephanie, Jacob, and Matthew; great-grandchildren, Beau 

and Tyson; as well as nephews, nieces, extended family, 
and many friends. Jack attended St. Luke’s Elementary, St. 
Thomas Academy and graduated from the University of 
St. Thomas. Jack went on to become a beloved teacher and 
coach at Swanville High School, Murray Junior High, and 
Como Park Senior High. He was a familiar sight on and 
around Lake Washburn, where he owned property since 
1972. Mass of Christian Burial was held on 4/13 at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in New Brighton.

Nancy Reich

Nancy Reich, 79, died in her sleep on 
February 13, 2022. She leaves behind 
her husband Ron, daughters Kristine, 
Karoline, and their families, as well as 
many other relatives and friends. Our 
family lost a quilter, a book lover and 
an all around great lady.

The Reich family, longtime owners on 
Peninsula Road, have many memories 
of Nancy at the cabin. 

One of the first cabin adventures took place on August 6, 
1969, just three weeks after purchasing the cabin. That 
was the day the tornado swept through Outing. Nancy 
and another counselor were each driving a carload of high 
school youth from their church up to Washburn. They were 
near Lake Roosevelt just 20 minutes before the tornado hit 
Outing. The weather looked very rough, and they were 
glad to finally reach the cabin. News programs in the cities 
covered the tornado destruction and mentioned injuries to a 
Bloomington church youth group - but it wasn’t the group 
heading to the Reich cabin. Ron was in the cities fielding 
phone calls from worried parents. Nancy, having heard 
about the tornado on local radio, set out to find a phone 
as there wasn’t one at the cabin. Since Highway 6 south of 
Outing was blocked by tornado damage, the only option 
was to head north toward Remer. It was 8:30 in the evening 
before Nancy was able to reach Ron to say that they were 
all safe.

Nancy loved putting together jigsaw puzzles. A whole 
cabinet full of garage sale puzzles found their home at the 
cabin, and many nights were spent putting them together. 
The current puzzle is waiting to be completed in the cabin 
basement. Many of these puzzles are now framed cabin 
decor, with some displaying places where Ron and Nancy 
traveled.
 
Nancy would often settle into her favorite rocking chair to 
enjoy her books. She also played a wide variety of games 
that were kept only at the cabin. There were many hours of 
Cooties and Peanuts played on rainy days or after dinner!  

The family dog, Cindy, also brings back special memories 
of Nancy. Cindy did what all dogs do, and occasionally got 
into trouble with the local wildlife. Once, Cindy found a 
skunk, and Nancy, dressed in rain gear, had to bathe Cindy 
in tomato juice. We can’t remember how she drew the short 
straw, but the event is documented on film! Another time, 
Cindy encountered a porcupine, and Nancy held her firmly 
while Ron pulled out the quills. Nancy took care of Cindy 
like she took care of the rest of the family. 

Above the kitchen sink at the cabin, is a window facing the 
lake, where Nancy washed dishes while enjoying the view 
of the water and the island. It seems fitting that she would 
want her ashes spread on that island.
 
We hold in our hearts all the special moments at Washburn 
with Nancy. Memories of her love for her family and the 
cabin will be forever cherished.

Nancy and 
granddaughter Heidi 
on Lake Washburn

Published with permission
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Remembering Friends
Roger Richters 

Roger spent his last day on earth on 
January 5, 2022, watching the Gold 
Canyon Golf Course grounds keepers 
and silently critiquing the early 
morning golfers. He then began fixing 
whatever needed fixing. Later, while 
assembling a jigsaw puzzle, he had a 
scotch while waiting for supper. 

Roger was born March 5, 1941. He taught junior high 
school in Little Falls, and in St. Louis Park, for 17 years 
before becoming the Director of Human Resources at 

Grant Thornton Public Accounting Firm. Roger and Charly 
retired in 2001 and moved to Lake Washburn where he was 
active in the Lakers Lions Club and served many years 
as president of the club. Roger was known for his dry 
humor and controversial nature. Roger and Charly were 
married for over 58 years and have three children and four 
grandchildren. 

A Celebration of Life will be held at their Lake Washburn 
residence on July 23, 2022, at 1:00 pm. Roger is safely secure 
in the hands of Christ his Savior.    

By Charly Richters

Marlene Vivian Smith (Olson)  
1933-2021 

A gentle presence, Marlene was part 
of our community in many ways. 
She and her husband Roy, retired to 
Outing in 1986, the move coming with 
a heavy heart due to the loss of their 
middle son and son-in-law in a tragic 
accident in 1984. The Smiths hosted 

guests each summer and winter. She loved family, their 
involvement at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, and became 
a local writer.

She was a presence at Land O’ Lakes Marine in Outing and 
had a soft smile for any customer as she quietly came in to 
provide her son, Kirk, and his wife, Dee, support at their 
business in our community. 

Marlene became part of an area writing circle, and enjoyed 
many years of friendships and writing projects, hosted by 
Screen Porch Productions. 

In 2020, we learned about her Iowa grandmother and 
Marlene’s hope:
Grandma … she let us come by and talk with her. She was 
never too busy. If only I had remembered to capture some of 
her loving spirit and tenacity. I would have been the wiser. 

Marlene’s gentle nature obviously absorbed these childhood 
memories. She was never to busy to take time. 
Her life was celebrated in October 2021, at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Outing, with much love and many 
testimonials. 

by Ellen Leger
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Contributions by
Dan Laakso
Rick Snyder
Brian Wheeler

Around
  Washburn
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In an interview conducted and broadcast in February, 
Lakeland Currents host Jason Edens, talked with 
Dana Gutzmann, AIS Lake Technician for Cass 

County Environmental Services, and Pelican Lakes 
AIS Coordinator Susan Koering. They met to discuss 
AIS-related issues and concerns, current strategies to 
help manage invasive species, and the research being 
conducted to help prevent AIS in Minnesota Waters. 

Lakeland PBS TV/KAWB
Channel 22/lptv.org

 

The Fight Against 
Aquatic Invasive Species 

in Minnesota Waters

FOLLOW THESE TIPS FOR 

Fish shallow water1

Set the hook 
and play the fish 
quickly

2

Wet hands before 
handling fish3

Keep the fish in  
the water4

Use a rubber mesh 
or soft knotless 
nylon net

5

Hold the fish firmly, 
but gently6

Use needle-nosed 
pliers to remove 
hooks

7

Cut the line 
if the fish is 
hooked deeply

8

Gently slide the 
fish back into 
the water

9

Revive a tired fish 
by gently moving it 
forward in the water

10

Release your  
fish quickly

11

HELP YOUR FISH 
SURVIVE  
      THRIVE!AND

SUCCESSFUL CATCH - AND - RELEASE
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Plant a Tree
Did you know planting a tree is a simple thing you can do to 
have a positive impact on the environment? Trees clean the 
air, prevent rainwater runoff, help you save energy and even 
combat global warming. And planting trees is so easy! Just 
choose a spot in your yard and you’re good to go!

Trees clean the air and help you breathe
Trees absorb harmful carbon dioxide, 
removing and storing the carbon then 
releasing oxygen back into the air. 
They also absorb odors and pollutants 
like nitrogen oxides, ammonia, and 
ozone. It’s estimated that one tree can 
absorb nearly 10 pounds of polluted 
air each year and release 260 pounds 
of oxygen.

Trees prevent soil erosion and 
rainwater runoff
Rainwater runoff finds its way to 
streams, lakes and wetlands, creating the potential for 
flooding. It also picks up and carries pollutants along the 
way. Leaf canopies help buffer the falling rain and tree roots 
hold the soil in place, encouraging water to seep into the 
ground. 

You’ll save money
Trees conserve energy by providing shade from the summer 
sun and shelter from winter winds. With trees standing 
between you and the elements, you’ll spend less on your 
energy bill to heat and cool your home.

Trees increase your home’s value
Studies of comparable homes with and without trees show 
that, if you have trees in your yard, your home’s value 
increases by up to 15 percent. It’s all about curb appeal, and 
trees make your home and yard more beautiful.

You’ll attract birds and other critters
Trees provide nesting sites, food and shelter. Hang a feeder 

on a tree branch and enjoy birdsong all 
year long. Squirrels love to make homes 
in trees, too, and watching their antics is a 
great way to spend a lazy afternoon.

Trees are good for your mental and 
physical health
A view of trees in urban areas has been 
proven to reduce stress, anxiety and even 
the crime rate. Tree-filled gardens on 
hospital grounds can speed healing in 
some patients.

You’ll be giving your descendants a gift
Trees can live hundreds of years, so when you plant one, 
you’re giving a gift to your children and grandchildren. It’s 
a symbol of your commitment to the environment and the 
beauty of the world around you that will live on far beyond 
your own lifetime.

For more information: 
www.arborday.org 

Join the Community Collaborative 
Rain, Hail and Snow Network!

Are you or someone in your 
family a habitual weather 
watcher, maybe even a 
weather geek? Consider 
taking it to the next level by 
becoming a rainfall monitor! 
Help us collect precipitation 
data from your own backyard 
using a rain gauge, and then 
submitting a short report 
online.

Volunteers welcome!
Individuals and family volunteers of all ages and walks of 
life are the foundation of the CoCoRaHS network. Minnesota 
has nearly 1500 volunteers coordinated through the State 
Climatology Office at the MNDNR. Their measurements and 
observations verify rainfall totals throughout the state and 
can provide information on floods, droughts, and climate 
change.

Training: Key to our success
It’s important that precipitation 
reports be accurate! Online 
training is provided by 
CoCoRaHS on how to install 
gauges, properly measure 
precipitation, and transmit 
reports.

Join CoCoRaHS Today!
Remember - it only takes a few 
minutes to check a rain gauge 
and report your observations. 
The data you provide will inform 
natural resources education and 
research. 

Need more information?
Website: CoCoRaHS.org

Become a Rainfall Monitor!
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PAYMENT INFORMATION
ALL  contributions are tax-deductible

METHOD OF PAYMENT

CREDIT CARD CASH / CHECK

ACCOUNT NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE CVV BILLING  ZIP CODE

Signature:

Lake
Washburn
Association

2022
Membership Form

2022
Membership Form

Name: Email:

Mailing  Address: City: State: Zip:

Primary  Phone:

Lake  Address: City: State: Zip:

Year you purchased property on Lake Washburn:

Annual  Membership  Dues: $25

Please check your membership status on the mailing label before submitting this form

Annual Membership Dues and Donations
Please  complete the entire form so we can keep our database current.
Mail forms to: LWA Membership, PO Box 26, Outing, MN 56662

Board or O�cer

Other

I am interested in participating in the following areas: Check all that apply.

NewsletterBuoy Markers

Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention and Treatment

Committee Chair

County Road 48 Clean-up

Crooked Lake Township Lakes & Shores Committee

Water Quality Testing

Sheri�’s Water Safety Patrol

Fishing Challenge

Welcoming Committee

The LWA does not sell, trade, swap or in any other way use your data except for official LWA business.

Bill my credit card every January for the total listed
above until I notify LWA in writing of a change.Sustaining Membership

I prefer to receive my newsletter by email instead of US Mail.

3.5%  Will be added to the total to help pay for credit card processing fees.

General Fund (GF) Donations
are used for operational 
expenses, newsletter,
ice cream social, insurance
and other expenses.

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
donations are restricted for
AIS e�orts only. 

Year for Membership



Lake Washburn Association
PO Box 26
Outing, MN 56662

Forwarding Service Requested

Please ask your family, friends and neighbors to use the decontamination 
station whenever they bring water craft into the area... It’s Free!
Best done before and after they launch in any lake in Minnesota.

Scan the QRC’s below 

with your smart phone

to view interactive maps 

and more information

Cass
County
AIS

Crow Wing
County AIS

Crooked Lake Township; 509 MN-6, Outing 
Fri-Sun: 8AM-6PM, Extended for Holidays

Ruth Lake - 21244 Mill Rd, Emily
Mon & Thur-Sun 9AM-5PM
Tues/Weds On-Call from 9AM-5PM. 
Call 612-889-9764

Decontamination helps prevent the transportation of
harmful AIS from one lake to another.


