
Greetings!

As I write this, summer 
is coming to a close, and 
fall is in the air. I don’t 
know about you, but 
summer seemed to fly 
by extra fast this year! 
We Minnesotans can’t 
get enough of our warm 
weather months, and 
days spent on Lake 

Washburn continue to make special memories 
for us all.  

Lake Washburn Association activities this 
summer were very successful and had great 
participation. The Second Annual Youth 
Fishing Challenge was held on June 25, with 
25 volunteers who helped make the event a big 
success. Thirty-three fish were caught by twelve 
anglers, and 17 kids participated in the day’s 
events. Everyone enjoyed games, ice cream floats, 
fish cleaning demos and excellent prizes! Even 
though it was a bit rainy, that didn’t seem to 
dampen the enthusiasm. Special thanks to Pat 
and Julie Maranda for allowing us to host the 
event on their lovely lake front - and thank you 
to Greg and Karen Hosch for providing lunch 
to all the volunteers. We look forward to the 3rd 
Annual Youth Fishing Challenge next summer!

It was a beautiful day for the Fourth of July Boat 
Parade, and it was another big success. Many 
boats participated, and even more folks watched 
the fun from shore.

Lake Washburn’s 5th Annual Floating Ice Cream 
Social was held on September 3 and was also 
enjoyed by many. Around 60 boats traveled to 
the “Ice Cream Pontoon” where they received 
ice cream treats and packets with information 
about lake health and preservation. The “Ice 
Cream Team” also shared the leftover treats with 
campers at the Clint Converse Campground - all 
in the spirit of fellowship! 

Two new initiatives have been introduced 
this year, and we will need your help to make 
them successful. First, a Lake Stewardship 

committee led by LWA Board Member Scott 
Erickson, has been established, with a goal to 
build a community of Washburn area property 
owners, focused on the long-term health of our 
lake through education, communication, and 
collaboration. A second project is the Fund-a-
Fish initiative, which could help improve our 
fishery by raising money for additional stocking. 
More information about both new projects can 
be found in the pages of this newsletter, along 
with photos from our special summer events.

LWA Board changes in 2023

Welcome to John Clausen, who has joined the 
board as a director at large. 

Fisheries/DNR Liaison John Harris, will be 
stepping down from that committee after 18 
years. John will help transition his replacement, 
Brent Nordstrom, and we welcome Brent to the 
team. 

Susan Tyra is stepping down from the LWA 
newsletter and like John, will help transition her 
replacement. We welcome Laurie Wolf who will 
be taking over as Newsletter Coordinator. 
 
Teresa Reding, who has been responsible for 
buoy placement and who also oversees the 
successful Adopt-a-Buoy project, is retiring 
from the board.

Lisa McCloud is also leaving the board. Lisa led 
our Youth Fishing Challenge for the last two 
years.

The effort and achievement that Teresa, Lisa, 
John, and Susan have displayed over time, 
shows their passion in supporting the mission 
of the LWA.

Speaking for the LWA board and our 300+ 
members, we thank you for everything you 
have accomplished!

Mary and I wish everyone a safe, healthy, and 
happy Holiday Season!

Ross Lindmeyer
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If you would like to contact any of the volunteers or offer constructive comments and suggestions, please send an email, 
visit the LWA website or scan the QRC to go to the LWA website.

lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com
www.lakewashburnmn.org/contactus

LWA 2022 Officers, Board and Committee Members
PRESIDENT
Ross Lindmeyer

VICE PRESIDENT
Glen Goodwin 

SECRETARY
Janis Judd  

TREASURER
Kathy Pfaff 

DIRECTORS
John Clausen
Scott Erickson
Pat Maranda
Charlie McGlynn
David Patterson 
Jim Patterson 
Ron Reich
Susan Tyra
Mark Wolf

STANDING COMMITTEES

AIS:
Ross Lindmeyer
Mark Wolf

Audit Committee:
Scott Erickson
Jackie Hagel

Buoys: 
Dave Braun
Teresa Reding

CLT Road Ambassadors:
Keith Ahlquist

STANDING COMMITTEES 
(continued)

CLT-LS Committee: 
Bob Holman
Ross Lindmeyer
Les Raisch
Susan Tyra

Communications: 
Glen Goodwin 

Fisheries:
John Harris (Retiring)
Brent Nordstrom 

Highway 48 Clean-Up:
Mark Stange 

Insurance: 
Jim Patterson 

Loons / Wildlife / Forestry:
Dan Laakso
Lisa McCloud 

Nominating Committee: 
Ross Lindmeyer

Meetings / Reservations: 
Janis Judd 
Glen Goodwin

Membership / Database:
Glen Goodwin 

Newsletter Coordinator: 
Susan Tyra (Retiring)
Laurie Wolf

STANDING COMMITTEES 
(continued)

Newsletter Sponsor Relations: 
Rollie Hirman

Special Events:
Vicki Lipstreuer 

Township Liaison / Boat Launch 
Monitoring: 
Bob Holman
Ross Lindmeyer
Les Raisch

Water Safety Patrol: 
Pat Maranda 
Vicki Lipstreuer 

Lake Water Levels:
Rick Snyder

Water Quality Testing:
Dave Snesrud (Retiring)
Charlie McGlynn

Webmaster:
Kathy Pfaff 
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We’re Not Just Making Ice Cream!
Grandpa had one of those beat up old metal ice-cream makers 
that would be considered vintage today. It was dented 
and scratched, with a metal cylinder for the ingredients, a 
paddle attachment that fit inside of that, and a handle that 
you had to hand crank to make the paddle move inside the 
container, so the contents got cold enough to freeze. The 
whole apparatus sat in a bucket that had to be kept full of 
ice cubes and rock salt while someone turned the crank.

That ice cream maker ended up at our family cabin not 
far from Washburn, and my sisters and I - all under age 
ten at the time - asked our dad almost daily during long 
ago weekends at the lake, if we could make homemade ice 
cream using Grandpa’s old ice-cream maker.

So, once every summer, Dad 
would say, “Let’s make ice cream!” 
and the three of us immediately 
went into action.

The deal was, if we wanted ice 
cream, we had to participate in 
the process of making it. One of 
us would run down to the cellar to 
get the rock salt and the ice cream 
maker, while the other two would 
start measuring the ingredients, 
with some of them ending up on 
the floor because we weren’t used 
to working in the kitchen!

A second part of the deal was that 
once all the ingredients were in 
the cylinder, we had to take turns 
turning the crank to help freeze 
the contents. We were constantly 
adding ice cubes to the bucket, 
and frequently pouring rock salt 
on top of the ice. The cranking 
could not stop for any reason - even to shoo away the 
random bee drawn in by the scent of vanilla!

As we turned the crank, our conversation often turned to 
what each of us was going to add to their bowl of ice cream 
to make it even more tasty - chocolate sauce, raspberries, 
crumbled up cookies … Of course, we all had different ideas 
about this, and tried to convince each other that our own 
idea was the best one. 

So, there we were - out on the deck taking turns hand-
churning Grandpa’s old ice cream maker and talking about 
the things dads and daughters talk about, listening to the 
wind rustle the trees, and hearing the distant hum of a boat 
heading for a favorite fishing spot somewhere across the bay. 

After 30 minutes or so of churning - Dad would give the 
handle one more turn and could tell immediately if the 
mixture was frozen. A thrill would go through us in 
anticipation of what was in store. When Dad carefully 
removed the cylinder lid, all three of us crowded in to get 
a look at the treasure inside, then quickly filled our bowls. 
Finally, we could taste it - delicious homemade ice cream. 
There was never enough, and it was gone before we knew it!

 
In all my years of loving every 
spoonful of ice cream I’ve ever 
tasted; the truth is I’ve had none 
better than what we churned 
together on our lakeside deck 
during those long-ago summers 
at the lake.

I used to think the reason for 
family activities like this was just 
to have fun (and eat ice cream)!  
Now, I think my folks were 
intentionally teaching us skills 
they hoped we’d use throughout 
our lives. Making ice cream every 
summer helped us understand 
that work generally yields 
rewards, that teamwork usually 
makes the process easier and 
more fun, that sharing is always 
the right thing to do, and that 
there is satisfaction to be gained 
in any job well done. And there is 
no substitute for parents who set 

good examples for their children, making memories along 
the way. We were lucky girls.

It’s been wonderful for my sisters and I to see that old ice 
cream maker still being used - by our children and very soon, 
by our grandchildren. Same lake, same sun, same lessons, 
more memories. 

Anonymous
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MAY 20 9 AM
Spring Adopt-A-Highway
48 Clean-Up

SEPT 29 AM
Fall Adopt-A-Highway

48 Clean-Up

JUNE 1010 AM
LWA General

Membership Meeting

AUG 12 10 AM
LWA Annual
Membership Meeting

JULY 1 2 PM 4th of July Boat Parade

JULY 221 PM
Youth All Pike

Fishing Challenge

SEPT 2 2 PM Floating Ice Cream Social

2023Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events

Lake Washburn Association
Adopt-A-Highway 48 Clean-Up

September 3, 2022

Lake Washburn Association
Adopt-A-Highway 48 Clean-Up

September 3, 2022

Thanks to

our vounteers!Thanks to

our vounteers!

Jerry Anderson
Craig & Andrea Brandt
Pam Braun
Steve & Hallie DeVries
Pat & Mary Pat Fitzpatrick
Glen Goodwin
Jackie Hagel
Bill Herrick
Paul & Barb Jaeger

Jerry Anderson
Craig & Andrea Brandt
Pam Braun
Steve & Hallie DeVries
Pat & Mary Pat Fitzpatrick
Glen Goodwin
Jackie Hagel
Bill Herrick
Paul & Barb Jaeger
Frank Kendall
Vicki Lipstreuer
Pat Maranda
Randy McCloud
Dave & Sharon Reier
Mike & Margaret Reier
Jeff Snyder
Rick Snyder
Susan Tyra

Frank Kendall
Vicki Lipstreuer
Pat Maranda
Randy McCloud
Dave & Sharon Reier
Mike & Margaret Reier
Jeff Snyder
Rick Snyder
Susan Tyra

THANK YOU!

GET THE LEAD OUT

Local support of the MPCA’s Get the Lead 
Out lead collection and disposal campaign, 
continues with great success! In August, the 
Crooked Lakes Township Lakes and Shores 
Committee sponsored a lead collection event 
at the Lion’s Corn Feed, exceeding last year’s 
results, and setting a state record again, for a 
single-day lead collection event. 
In 2021, 27 pounds, 8 ounces of lead was 
collected, and in 2022, the event brought in 
a total of 47 pounds, 14 ounces! Thanks to 
everyone who participated! 

Studies show that lead poisoning is a significant 
cause of mortality in loons. Lead-free tackle is 
now widely available and just as easy to use.

If you still have lead tackle, it can be deposited 
in a collection receptacle at the public landing 
on Washburn, and at the canister station 
during hours when an attendant is on duty. 
Additionally, readers may contact any board 
member and arrangements can be made to 
pick it up (local).
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Saturday: 9:30am - 1:30pm Monday: 10:00am - 2:00pm
NEW CLT Canister Winter Hours - Labor Day to Memorial Day

• ONLY Orange CLT prepaid
bags are accepted.

• Please DO NOT leave any
bags when canister station
is closed.

• Orange bags are available
for purchase at many local
businesses.

CLT Contact: Jim Thielen (612) 868-0875  jthielen78@gmail.com  

NIXLE
A proven Emergency
Notification System

Residents of Crooked Lake
Township can receive important
information by text message or

e-mail.

Go to the following website
www.nixle.com 

and click on Sign Up Now. 

Send LWA a gift this holiday
season when you shop online.

Shop AmazonSmile and the
Amazon Foundation will
make a donation to LWA.

www.Smile.amazon.com

Lead is toxic, can affect wildlife health and reproduction, and 
can often be fatal. Effective non-toxic ammunition is widely 
available and costs about as much as a box of premium lead.
Because of its toxicity, using lead shot for waterfowl hunting 
has been illegal in Minnesota since 1987 and nationally since 
1991. Additionally, all types of hunting with lead fine shot on 
Federal Waterfowl Production Areas has been illegal in Min-
nesota since 1999.

Using non-toxic shot also eliminates the risk of ingesting lead 
in game consumed by hunters and their families. Studies 
show that's particularly true in venison.
 
MN-DNR

Hunters are encouraged to use non-toxic
alternatives for all of their hunting ammunition.

Recycling Reminder
PLEASE Never Recycle These Things

Mirrors
Aerosol Cans
Bubble Wrap
Medical Needles
Power Cord Cables
Plastic/Styrofoam Food Containers

Dishes
Plastic Toys

Paper Towels
Plastic Hangers

Plastic Bags of any kind
Clothing, Towels, Bedding

LWA has two membership meetings. 

The “General” Meeting is in June

The “Annual” Meeting is in August



The LWA hosted its �rst membership meeting of
the year in June at the Crooked Lake Township Hall.
The guest presenter was John Harris, who reported
on various options to improve the walleye
population with supplemental stocking.  

August kicked off with the second LWA membership meeting.
Results of the online voting for the 2022-2023 Of�cers and
Directors were announced and the guest speakers were 
Dana Gutzmann, the AIS Lake Technician for Cass County
and Nicole Kovar, the Invasive Species Specialist for the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
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This summer saw the return of the LWA’s Youth ALL PIKE
Fishing Challenge. Initially created in 2019, this event was
designed to encourage kids to sh while also eliminating
the smaller predator sh in the lake. Our young anglers
hauled in 33 pike which were weighed, measured, lleted,
and bagged. There were activities with prizes and gift
bags for every participant.  
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the LWA’s annual Fourth of July Boat Parade began with the traditional
blast from the air horn of parade creators Jack and Grace Schuller.
Led by the Water Safety Patrol team of Rollie Hirman and Greg Hosch,
boats and jet skis Draped with patriotic colors circled through Birch Bay.
 

8 FALL 2022www.lakewashburnmn.org



ICE CREAMICE CREAM
FLOATINGFLOATING

As summer came to a close, the LWA launched the popular
Floating Ice Cream Social over Labor Day Weekend.
Ice cream, AIS literature, gift bags for kids and dog
treats for all the canine customers were handed out
on the water. Afterwards, the crew took to the road
and brought treats to the Clint Converse Campground.
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Lake Washburn Loon Report - 2022

Of the five man-made loon nesting platforms in the West 
and North Basins of Lake Washburn, only one produced 
chicks this season. There were, however, three natural, 
shoreline nests accounting for four of the six now nearly 
adult sized chicks I’m aware of on our lake.

The reliable artificial platform on the west side of the West 
Basin came through again with two healthy chicks. The 
Muchow Bay platform was abandoned for the second 
consecutive year, leaving two eggs. Flies are the likely 
culprits. In Birch Bay, an adult loon sat on what we assume 
were infertile eggs until late July, before giving up.

A loon pair on a natural nest on the east side of the 
largest island hatched a pair of chicks, one of which has 
survived. Another natural nest somewhere along the 
west shore of one of the islands also added a chick to the 
population. And along the northwest shore of the North 
Basin there has to be yet another hidden nest because there 
is a family with two offspring feeding in that area.
  
Loon pairs are very territorial, and their feeding areas rarely 
overlap, which makes identification and counting fairly 
easy. There remains an information gap about the loon 
population in the East Basin.

By Dan Laakso

Are YOU a Loon Platform Owner?

The LWA is collaborating on a project with the National Loon Center, to provide them 
with reliable data on the use of our man-made loon platforms. We’re creating a Lake 
Washburn platform database so we can easily track the success rates and best locations 
for our artificial platforms, and share it with the NLC. The information we need includes 
the following:

If you are a platform owner, please update this information through the website:
lakewashburnmn.org/contact us -or- via lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com.

You are a valuable partner in maintaining the health of our loon families. Thank you!

Platform owner contact information
Platform location on the lake (GPS coordinates if possible)
Typical date deployed and typical date removed
Nesting activity and egg counts every season
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Recently, I had the pleasure of visiting with long-time Lake Washburn 
residents, Gary Gabel and his wife Sue. The Gabels have a home in Ankeny, 
IA, but from April through October, they reside at their lovely cabin on 
Lake Washburn.

Gary has been coming to Washburn since he was a child. Their cabin was 
built in 1916 and was the first permanent cabin in the area we now know as 
Iowa Camp. Some of Gary’s earliest memories are of the six weeks he spent 
each summer having adventures on Lake Washburn!

Back in the 1940s, those long trips from Ankeny to Iowa Camp, began with 
the Gabels loading up their station wagon, and attaching their fishing boat 
and trailer. Once they arrived at the lake, they had everything they needed 
for fun and entertainment. There was no need to go anywhere but Outing 
for fuel, grocery shopping, and dining - the community was thriving.  

Gary’s wife Sue, visited Lake Washburn as Gary’s guest for the first time 
in 1962 - she was familiar with Northern Minnesota lake country by way of 
Cass Lake, but once she set her eyes on Washburn, “She was hooked!” Sixty 
years later, they are both still “hooked,” as are their daughters and their 
families, who spend as much time as possible here making memories and 
carrying on the family traditions.  

Gary has some priceless memories of summers at the lake. He remembers back in the early 1960s, Lake Washburn was 
known as a premiere lake, ranking #5 for walleye fishing in Minnesota! Gaining this notoriety was not an easy feat. It 
required rearing walleye frylings, which was done in an old stream bed, located near Bear Paw resort, that drained out of 
Birch Bay. The Sportsman’s Club (now known as the Lake Washburn Association) collected money to fund the project. It 
required purchasing the frylings, traveling to the Dakotas to pick them up, hauling them - escorted by a DNR representative 

- to the rearing pond near Bear Paw, and using buckets to empty them into the pond. Once raised to fingerling size, the 
Sportsman’s Club got their boats together, filled buckets with the fingerlings and quickly sped to every part of Washburn, 
dumping them in. Gary remembers this was a full day’s work - but they had fun doing it, knowing it meant walleye 
fish fries in the future! Eventually, the DNR ended their support of this activity, and the walleye rearing pond on Lake 
Washburn was no longer. 

Gary is an avid collector of historic memorabilia. One particularly interesting 
piece is an arrowhead found while he and Sue were raking their lakeshore. 
In the sand lay this beautiful artifact - a stone arrowhead, perfectly carved. 
Gary and Sue both were thrilled with the discovery and, after doing some 
research, found it that it is connected to the Epps culture and believed to be 
between 4500-6500 years old!    

In the early 1950s, a 1,000-pound barge was discovered in the East Lake. It 
had been used by the Civilian Conservation Corps members when they 
were located on what we know today as the Clint Converse Campground. 
Since the barge was no longer being used, several area residents decided it 
would make a great swimming and diving dock. The challenge was finding 
a way to move it. Iowa Camp residents figured it out and used log rollers 
to slowly move the barge until it ended up right in front of Iowa Camp. The 
kids enjoyed using it for years!

Being a part of the Lake Washburn community is important to the Gabels, 
and the friendships and memories they have made are priceless. I asked 
Gary if he had any advice for newcomers to Lake Washburn. He replied “Join 
the Association! Attend the meetings! Meet new people! It will add value to 
your life!” I tend to agree - getting involved leads to great friendships and 
memories!

By Mary Lindmeyer

An Interview With the Gabels

Sue and Gary Gabel
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Recycle Beyond the Bag!
Bags-to-Benches Service Project

The Lakers Lions are currently leading a community 
recycling program through NEXTREX®, and all 
residents and businesses in Emily, Outing and 
Fifty Lakes are invited to participate! 

For every 500 pounds of flexible plastics collected 
by the Lions, Trex donates a beautiful bench 
made of these recycled materials, to participating 
communities and organizations in our area, or to 
one of the drop-off location sponsors. 

Acceptable items to recycle in this program include 
plastic grocery bags, plastic mailer bags, case 
overwrap, clean bread bags, paper towel/toilet 
tissue overwrap, type #2 and #4 produce bags, 
Ziploc or food storage bags, salt bags, pellet bags, 
bubble wrap, dry-cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, 
air pillows, and ice bags (if they are not wet)

Some items that cannot be recycled in this program include anything that is wet, hard plastics, cardboard, bags with 
paper labels, dirty or greasy bags, candy bar wrappers, 6-pack rings, vinyl shower curtains, net or mesh produce bags, 
and mulch, soil, or pet food bags.

Local drop-off locations are at Emily Ace Hardware, Lake Country Foods and Gas, Land O’Lakes Marine and Fifty 
Lakes City Hall.

For more information about Bags to Benches, contact Jan Peterschick: 763-244-4563 or jmp21618@gmail.com

For more information about NEXTREX®: nextrex.com

Recycle through this program and help the LWA obtain a bench for placement in our community!

Our First Bags-to-Benches 
bench has arrived!

It’s home is in the new park in Fifty Lakes.
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pineriverstatebank.com

1-888-870-4464

Emily - Pine River - Breezy Point - Pillager - Nowthen
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Thinking of a career in Real Estate? 
Give us a call to explore what we have to offer. 

Cindy & Dave 
(218) 792-5816

Boat Doctor
   NORTH 

768 STATE 6 NE, OUTING 
THE BOAT CLEANING SPECIALISTS 

DETAILING & SHRINKWRAPPING 

Dr. Linda Lewis 

Crosslake 
 218.692.1522 

UP 

KARL F. SKOG 
Owner 

S Highway 3 
Crosslake 

218-692-2177
HEATING & 

AIR CONDITIONING 

BONDED & INSURED  COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Emily Ace Hardware  
39959 State Hwy. 6 
Emily, MN 56447 
Phone: (218) 763-2691 
FAX: (218) 763-4691 
E-mail: emilyace@emily.net

Gary Rittgers 
Owner 

Rachael S. Johnson, DVM 
Kyle D. Anderson, DVM 

CROSSLAKE 
VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

35668 County Road 3 
Crosslake, MN 56442 
crosslakevet@crosslake.net 

Phone: 218.692.4400 
Fax: 218.692.4405 

www.crosslakevet.com 

General medicine and surgery, radiology, 
ultrasound, dentistry, evening & emergency services 

(218) 792-5186
www.villageinndiningsaloon.com 

Located just east of Outing on County Road 58 

M O T E L   

CAMPGROUND 

The place to stay when 
enjoying the Northland! 

YOUR HOST: 
Elaine Nelson 
(218) 566-2555 
(800) 903-1984 

209 Main Street East 
P.O. Box 160 

Remer, MN 56672 

Email: remermotel@means.net 
Website: www.remermotel.com 

dentist 

Toll Free: 877.692.1522 

rreeeennss  GG  mmiillyy  EE  
ggoollff  ccoouurrssee  

“Home of MN’s largest green” 
39966 Refuge Road 
Emily, MN 56447 

Gregg & Susan 
Gamble 

Owners 

Phone: 218-763-2169 
Fax: 218-763-2168 
Cell: 218-546-3000 

Email: emilygreens@tds.net 
www.emilygreens.com 

We would like to thank these businesses for sponsoring our Newsletter. 
Please support them by using their services. 

Heating & Cooling Systems 
® Whatever it takes.® 

Offices located in Emily & Outing 
218-763-3800—Emily               

218-792-5200—Outing
Toll Free: 800-776-5201   

 www.mnlakecountry.com 

Mike Ergen 
Cell: 320-492-6780     www.selectseamless.com 
Home: 218-692-4004  select seamless@gmail.com 

A family owned business for over 16 years 

Contain The Rain! 
with 

SELECT SEAMLESS
Quality Installation 

Gutters  Siding  Soffit  Facia 

 • Boat and Pontoon Storage
 • Offering pickup and deliveryfrom your dock or lift

 • Winterize 2 & 4 stroke outboards
Located in Outing • 218-792-5311
oldsliftanddockservice@gmail.com
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MY STORE – OUTING 
Cenex Gas 

Bait - Tackle - Sporting Goods 
Deli - Groceries - Propane 

218-792-5332 

 

Outing 
Chamber of Commerce

P. O. Box 33
Outing, MN 56662

Check out our weekly events at
www.outingmn.com

Rachael S. Johnson, DVM  |  Kyle D. Anderson, DVM
Caitlin A. Kemp, DVM | Candace Lien, DVM

35668 County Road 3, Crosslake, MN 56442
218.692.4400 | fax 218.692.4405

crosslakevet@gmail.com | www.crosslakevet.com
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Our summer season has ended with some wonderful news. For the first time since the original findings in 2009, the 
Freshwater Inc. survey team has concluded that at this point, there is no evidence of Eurasian Watermilfoil to be found 
in our 1550-acre beautiful Lake Washburn! This is proof that with everyone’s efforts, we can help mitigate AIS that may 
approach our shores.

In order to keep having this excellent result, please 
continue your efforts to follow all AIS prevention 
guidelines including keeping watercraft and 
fishing equipment clean, disposing of bait properly, 
reporting suspected AIS to any member of the 
LWA Board (along with a photo or sample), and 
compliance with Minnesota’s 21-Day Dry Laws. * 

We’ve increased our zebra mussel monitoring, by 
adding additional ZEMU traps to our bays. We 
recently inspected a few of these traps and found 
no evidence that mussels have been introduced 
into Washburn. 

Unfortunately, an AIS called starry stonewort, 
a type of invasive algae that creates mats that 
displace native plants, has recently been found 
in Thunder Lake. The DNR is in the process of 
determining the extent of the distribution of this 
algae and what methods might be used to manage 
it. This algae in Thunder Lake is a concern for us, 
as Thunder Lake is not far from Washburn.

Hopefully, and with your help, we can maintain 
our EWM-free status as well as reduce the chances 
of other AIS - such as Starry Stonewort - from 
entering our lake.

The Cass County and DNR reports regarding 2022 
public landing monitoring, inspector hours, and 
decontamination numbers were not available as 
we go to print. Look for this information in the 
spring edition of the newsletter.

Again, speaking for the entire LWA Board and 
LWA Committee members, we cannot thank our 
members and property owners enough for the 
extra effort everyone has put forward - Congrats 
to All!

By Ross Lindmeyer
* See LWA Spring 2022/Page 9

AIS Update

No EWM
Found 

No EWM
Found 

No EWM
Found 

Surveyed Path (30.9 miles) 

2022 Full Lake Survey

Starry Stonewort Zebra Mussels
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Lake Stewardship for the Generations
What we do on shore and on the water affects the health 
of Lake Washburn for generations! What more could you 
be doing to strengthen the health of our lake? Join LWA’s 
Lake Stewardship Program! 

First, go to www.mnlakesandriversadvocates.org and 
complete the Lake Steward Survey on the Members 
Programs page. You’ll be contacted by a member of our 
committee who will walk you through a second survey 
which will ask you to think about your lake property in 
three segments: shoreline, buffer zone, and upland. If your 
survey scores for two of the three segments exceed 80 
percent, then congratulations! You’re a Lake Steward!

Our program is about progress over perfection. We simply 
want to build a community of property owners focused on 
the long-term health of our lake. We’re about education, 
communication, and collaboration. Please join us! 

Contact Scott Erickson, lead volunteer, at 
Scott.erickson55@gmail.com

Our Lake Stewards 
John and Penny Clausen
Jill Emanuel *
Scott and Mary Beth Erickson *
Vicki Lipstreuer and Glen Goodwin
Bob and Marnie Holman

Our Lake Stewards 
Charlie and Lindsay McGlynn
Frank Kendall and Beth Moorhead *
Kathy and Larry Pfaff
Ron Reich 
Susan Tyra and Rick Snyder

Our Lake Stewards
Susan Henken-Thielen 
  and Jim Thielen * 

* LWA Lake Steward Committee.

Please Join Us!

“Grampa, our lake is beautiful!”
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Fisheries Report  - Fall 2022

How long since you caught a nice stringer 
of walleyes on Washburn?

Ever wish the fishing here would improve? 
Maybe there is something you can do about it!

DNR ROLE: Every other year, the DNR stocks Washburn 
with frylings, walleye that are 1-2 inches in size. The size 
and quantity of the fish stocked is dictated by the state, 
which means we’re receiving the maximum amount of fish 
that the DNR allows for lakes our size. Stocking is great but 
hasn’t moved the needle as much as we’d like. 

MOSTLY GOOD NEWS: As part of our updated lake plan, 
the DNR approved a supplemental stocking of up to 15,000 
walleye fingerlings - fish about 6-8 inches in length. These 
fingerlings have a greater likelihood of survival than the 
smaller frylings. This supplemental stocking would be at 
the discretion of the LWA, and the cost of the stocking is 
the responsibility of the Association. The current cost of 
stocking 15,000 fingerlings is about $15,000. The LWA does 
not have the budget to do this supplemental stocking, so 
those of us who have an interest in improving our fishery 
will need to help raise the money for the stocking. 

WE CAN DO IT: There are enough property owners who 
have an interest in improving fishing on Washburn, so the 
$15,000 goal is doable. Our target is to begin fund raising 
immediately, and to achieve our financial goal by mid-
year 2024. The first stocking could occur that fall. The LWA 
Board has approved the establishment of a special account 
in which to escrow donations. If we reach our goal sooner, 
we can consider an earlier stocking. If we exceed our goal, 
we could consider a second supplemental stocking. 

We hope all property owners are or will become LWA 
members, but even if you are not a member, chances are 
pretty good that you and/or your family fish here, and your 
help is needed too.

DONATE:  Please consider donating to this effort - think 
of it as BUYING A FISH. But don’t stop at one fish … try 
to make it 10 or 20 or even 100 fish … or more!  And please 
donate each year - even if you aren’t an avid angler - until the 
goal is achieved. Good news: we understand that donations 
are tax deductible.

WHY?  
• It’s more fun to go fishing if there’s a reasonable chance of 

catching walleye.
• Even non-anglers enjoy a walleye fish fry!
• With walleye fishing success, it stands to reason that 

property values on Washburn could increase over 
property values on other lakes.

• Bonus – fingerlings that survive become breeding stock, 
thereby boosting the natural reproduction levels. 

IT’S UP TO US. No guarantees but sitting on our hands 
complaining about the fishing and wishing it were better, 
is not productive. With this proposed plan for stocking, we 
have a chance to try to directly improve our fishery.                 

TO DONATE: Send a check (write Fisheries Fund in the 
memo section) to: 

Lake Washburn Association 
FISHERIES FUND     
P.O. Box 26
Outing MN 56662-0026    

You can also contribute when you join the LWA or renew 
your membership. A line has been added to the membership 
form to allow for a donation to this fund. 

History: In 2004, I joined the Fishery Committee founded 
by the late Harold Cazier, having no idea I’d still be involved 
with the program 18 years later. Our initial committee 
consisted of Harold Cazier, Howard Dutton, Chuck 
Johnson, Greg Hosch, Rod McKinley, Richard Nelles, Jon 
Rask and myself. Over the years, others participated with 
the committee in various roles. We started off seeking an 
improved relationship with the DNR and sought ways to 
partner with them to improve our fishery. One of our first 
tasks was to survey Washburn to locate walleye spawning 
beds. We did the survey over a two-to-three-year period 
and found several small spawning areas and two fairly 
significant areas. 

An unexpected result of the survey activity was the DNR 
acquisition of shoreline property along the west side of 
what I call Bear Paw point at the north end of Birch Bay. 
The acquisition was done to help preserve one of those 
significant spawning areas that is part of the lakebed along 
that shoreline. 

Eventually the committee evolved, and I became the sole 
liaison with the DNR, with the occasional use of short-term 
ad hoc committees such as the one we assembled this year 
to review and provide feedback to the Lake Management 
Plan prepared by the DNR.
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Fisheries Report  - Fall 2022
There is still work to be done. For example, it would be 
beneficial to determine what angler success actually is on 
Washburn. Doing so requires the development of a “fishing 
log” that would be used by anglers to provide information 
needed by the DNR. No small task.

So why this history lesson? As a believer in term limits, 
18 years in this position is long enough, and it’s time to let 
someone else have an opportunity. It’s been my pleasure to 
have been involved with this committee and to work with 
many great committee members, some of whom are no 
longer with us.

I’ll part with my usual recommendations: release larger 
walleye (in my boat we release 17+ inches), keep the small 
northern and release the large northern (they are the only 
predator in the lake that dines on “hammer-handles”), keep 
any fish caught in 50 feet of water or deeper (they’ll die 
anyway), and be safe. I’ll add one more: 

Please donate generously to the Fund a Fish effort. 

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I need to see if anything other than 
mosquitoes or gnats are biting.

By John N. Harris, DNR Liaison

Fisheries Chair Announcement
Brent Nordstrom has agreed to accept the ongoing role of DNR Liaison for the Lake Washburn 
Association. Although his responsibilities begin immediately, Brent will be working with John 
Harris through a brief transition period.

Brent’s first visit to Washburn was with his parents in July of 1970, when he was only three 
months old! That first lodging was a tent. He’s been a steady figure on the lake ever since. You 
may have seen him out fishing, often with his family. 

Brent is the son of Marlies Brinkman who, with her husband, Tom, have a year-round home on 
Birch Bay - a step-up from that tent!

We welcome Brent and thank him for taking on this role. We are confident that he will do a great job. 
 
Brent can be reached at brentnordstrom11@gmail.com or 612-770-8838. 

Once again, LWA used an electronic method for voting 
and casting ballots. The voting process was completed on 
August 9, with the results announced at the August Annual 
Meeting. The voting announcements were administered 
in two stages. The first step was a call for nominations, the 
second was the actual voting.

Call for Nominations resulted in one write-in board 
candidate

Voting
385 Email notifications sent
Posted to Nextdoor and Facebook

263 Opened the email
93 clicked to the voting form
31 clicked to the LWA website

68 Total votes
0 Non-Member votes
4 Duplicate member vote entries (mostly for comments)
64 Validated votes

All officers and board members nominated were elected. 
Both the 2022 YTD financial report and the 2021 August 
membership minutes were approved.

Seven bylaw changes were approved. Most of the 
amendments updated language to include electronic 
methods for voting, Zoom board meetings and other 
updates, to bring the document in line with current 
communication technology.

The ballot also offered an opportunity for comments, 
questions, and suggestions. Many respondents expressed 
their appreciation to the board and committee volunteers, 
and others mentioned concerns and action items for the 
future. 

Please keep the comments and questions coming, as we 
work together to protect our lake and its environment for 
future generations. 

More information about the voting can be found at: 
lakewashburnmn.org/voting

By Glen Goodwin

2022 Membership Voting Results
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Pederson Family Memories of Lake Washburn
We lived in a small town, Fertile, Iowa, and some friends 
of our parents discovered this beautiful lake in Northern 
Minnesota on their way back from a fishing trip to Canada. 
Our parents decided to explore that lake on our summer 
vacation and booked a week at Fehr’s Resort that August. 
It was 1956, and our parents loaded us seven kids into our 
station wagon, along with supplies, and seven or eight hours 
later, we were at the lake. A few years later, now living in 
Lake Mills, Iowa, there were nine kids and a 1951 Cadillac 
hearse that made that 
trip north, three kids 
in the front seat with 
mom and dad and a 
gallon of Kool-Aid, 
and the rest of us kids 
in the back with the 
supplies, sitting on 
seats installed from an 
old Chevy wagon. 

A park in Princeton 
was our rest stop, 
where we could stretch 
our legs and have a 
picnic lunch. There 
were always places 
where there were night 
crawlers for sale before 
we got to Mille Lacs 
Lake, and we always 
bought a few.

There were only two-
lane roads back then, 
and we took a gravel 
road from Outing to 
the lake. We usually 
had an argument 
about how many curves there were on Fehr’s Road. 

At that time, Ann Fehr ran the resort, and the cabins were 
very rustic with only cold running water and no indoor 
bathrooms. There was a large beach and swimming area, 
and the fishing was great if you liked to catch northerns. 
Our dad had his hands full with a bunch of small kids in 
a little fishing boat trying to keep peace while keeping our 
lines from tangling. 

Occasionally we’d see bears up where we took the garbage, 
and there were always lots of chipmunks around the cabins 
- plus a skunk or two. Once in a while, a sea plane would 
come to the resort and give ten-minute rides for five dollars. 
Many of us learned to ski behind our old Holiday runabout 
with a 25 horsepower Evinrude outboard motor.

The lodge was available for us kids to play ping pong, get a 
ten-ounce bottle of pop, and read comics and magazines. If 

we ran out of supplies, 
Howard and Barb 
Dutton usually had 
extra groceries to 
get us through until 
we went to town. I 
remember we always 
had a crate of peaches 
to nibble on during 
our week’s stay. The 
only contact with the 
outside world was a 
phone in the lodge, 
and we usually sent 
out many postcards to 
friends while we were 
at the lake.

Over the 66 plus 
years that our family 
enjoyed the lake, we’ve 
introduced hundreds 
of family members and 
friends to the beautiful 
clear water of Lake 
Washburn. Over the 
years, we’ve celebrated 
many birthdays and 
anniversaries at Fehr’s 

Resort, with all nine siblings and all our children getting 
together as one big family at the place we all have grown 
to love. 

Today, our family members have three properties on the 
North Basin and many of Mom and Dad’s grandchildren 
and great grandchildren continue to enjoy this beautiful 
lake. 

By Steve Pederson

1950’s Promotional Campaign
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CONGRATULATIONS! We have achieved our goal of having 
300 or more members in the LWA. This is a benchmark for 
membership for our association. Your support is so important! 
Without such a huge commitment, we couldn’t be as proactive 
in keeping AIS in check, and promoting the many events 
sponsored by the LWA including the Fourth of July Boat Parade, 
the Floating Ice Cream Social, the 48-Clean-up, educational 
opportunities, membership meetings and more.

Membership details:
• 301 Total members
•   55 Sustaining members
• 102 Donations to the General Fund 
• 128 Donations to the Ted Johnson Memorial AIS Fund
•    4  Fisheries Fund Donations

The support of our members continues to be both amazing 
and reassuring. If you’re not currently a member of the LWA, 
I’m personally inviting you - both non-members and former 
members - to show your support and send in your membership 
dues. 

We’ve added membership status information to the address 
label on the newsletter for those who receive it in the mail. This 
updated label will list Member, Non-Member or Sustaining 
Member following your name. Please make sure your status 
is correct and contact me if you notice any errors or have any 
questions or concerns about membership.

THANK YOU 
for being - or becoming
members of the LWA!

Glen Goodwin
lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com

Lake Washburn Association - 2022 Membership Report

Adopt A Buoy Update 2022
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Adopt A Buoy is a Lake Washburn volunteer program, with a mission to help keep boaters away from hazards 
on the lake marked by buoys. 

All reports of buoys not in their correct locations have been addressed. Thank you to Barth Reding, Nathan 
Reding and Dave Braun (Buoy Coordinator) for moving these buoys.

Thank you to the team of volunteers who monitored the buoys this summer: Mike Newell, Frank Kendall, 
Beth Moorhead, Scott Erickson, Mary Pat and Pat Fitzpatrick, Ron Reich, Bill Pudwell, Robert Zwart, Barth 
Reding, and Steve and Hallie DeVries.  

Finally, thanks to Olds Lift & Dock Service for placing and removing many Lake Washburn buoys.

Teresa Reding, Adopt a Buoy, Program Coordinator
btreding@comcast.net
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Jerry & Judy Abts n
Keith Ahlquist s
Adam & Gretchen Ahlstrom
S. A. Albers
Ryan & Kristin Alsleben l s

Bruce & Wendi Andersohn s
Cynthia Anderson s
Jerry & Karen Anderson s
Paul & Sherry Anderson n s l
Marty & Karen Appel
Kevin Arf
Ron & Nancy Baker s l
Cecil Ballard
Jim & Jean Barker s l
Ed Barron
Matthew & Christine Barry s n l
Susan Barry l 
Pat Behning n
Ken & Jennifer Benzel n
Aaron & Katie Berndt
Rick & Miki Blackmon l
Kim & Mary Jo Blaisdell s
Katie & Adam Bliss s l
Paul & Ronda Bliss s l
Alexandra & Beau Bloch s l
Gary & Kathryn Bochman n l
John & Lynne Bradac
Craig & Andrea Brandt s l
Tom & Diane Branham s
Pamela (Herrick) & David Braun l
Brian & Maria Bullis
Cendyl & Jeni Buttz l
Colleen Callander
Mary Callander
Jim Campion l
Steve & Denise Carlson
Terry & Fran Carlson
Corey Carr n s l
Bill & Eileen Cartwright
Paul & Donna Cartwright l 
Craig & Amy Jo Cazier s
Janice Cazier
Fred Chinquist
David & Yvette Christensen s
John & Penny Clausen s l
Nancy Colbenson s
Rick & Kelly Coleman
Steve & Sherrie Consoer l
David & Mary Currier s l
Ken & Sonja Dahlager s l
Dar & Laurie Davis n
Joy Davis s
Bob & Zona Davy s l
Michael & Catherine Deering n l
Michael & Kristen Dennis
Steve & Hallie DeVries l
Jason & Lindsey Dimon s
Gary & Becky Doebler

Art & Carol Downey l
Bruce & Sue Downey
Mark & Marguerite Downey s
Diane DuBay
Dan & Vicki Eastvold
Bob & Sandee Edelbrock
Jim Eisler s
Tim & Lynne Ellis
Jill Emanuel n s
Delano Erickson
Scott & Mary Beth Erickson n s l
Walt & Nancy Erickson l
Scott & Melissa Euerle
Joel & Staci Evers
Patty & Jeff Farni
Ron & Dee Filzen
Tom & MaryJo Fisch s l
Pat & Mary Pat Fitzpatrick n s l

Craig & Carrie Floen l
George Fortmeyer s
Phil & Caroline Fortmeyer s l
Scott & Alethia Fowler
Tom & Lisa Frye
Gary & Sue Gabel l
Dan Ganley
Mary Gehrman s l
Gary & Robin Gibis n
Greg & Diana Gilbertson l
Trent & Shelley Gilliss n l
Glen Goodwin & Vicki Lipstreuer n
Jerome & Diane Gooley
Mike & Brittany Gouze s l
Steve & Candy Gouze s l
Sandra Granseth s l
Karen Patterson-Greene
Dave & Terri Green s l
Greg & Amy Maness s
Karen Grotte
Steve & Pat Gulbrandsen l
Jerry & Jackie Hagel l
Rolf Halstensen
Edward & Barbara Hannay
John & Julie Hansonl

Julie & Dave Hanson n l
John & Kathy Harris s
Rob Harris
Ryan Harris
Dennis & Joanne Hed
David & Shirley Hegman s
Bill & Pat Herrick
Janice Hetland l
Jim Hetland
Lora Hicks s l
Jenny & Mike Higgins n s l
Marv & Sara Hildreth s
Eric & Lisa Hillger s l
Rollie & Mary Hirman l
Jason & Jeanene Hodge

Daniela Hofer l
Jeremy Hoglund
Jim & Pat Hoglund s
Bob & Marnie Holman l
Tim & Glenda Hoogland l
Richard & Barbara Horst
Greg & Karen Hosch
Larry & Holly Hosch
Skip & Colleen Hovind l
Dave & Kim Hughes
Richard & Diana Huss s
Alex Hartmann & Janelle Korpi s l
Traci Jacobi
Paul & Barb Jaeger
Brad & Toni Johnson s l
Carl Johnson
David Johnson s l
Joel & Ronda Jorgenson s
Richard & Helen Jubert l
David & Janis Judd n l
Kevin & Lisa Jungles n s l
Brett & Lisa Karnowski l
Doug & Mary Kasel
Pat & Teresa Keefe
Frank Kendall & Beth Moorhead
Ryan & Molly Knoll n s l
Nancy Knox
Steve & Sue Kreitz s l
Jim & Jean Kreutter
David & Frida Kruse s l
Rick & Sue Kuiper s
Dan & Karen Laakso n l
Joe Langevin l
David & Suzanne Law
Justin Law
Ellen Leger s
Michael & Jacqueline Lemke s
Ralph & Nancy Lindblad n
Wayne Lindbom l
Mary & Ross Lindmeyer l
Steve & Sarah Loeffler
Ron & Julie Lohse
Tim & Sandy Loney
Don & Donna Lunneborg l
Andy & Emily Maas s l
Pat & Julie Maranda s l
Scott & Kelly Mark n l
Mike & Rachael Markuson
Scott & Kelly Mathson
Randy & Lisa McCloud n
Mark & Sherie McClun s l
Charley & Lindsay McGlynn n s
Dave & Becky McKinley n
Jane McKinley n
Shawn & Sue McMahon n
Steve & Joyce McQuillan s l
Glen Mechelke s
Paul & Susan Meyer n

Lake Washburn Association Membership List
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Lake Washburn Association Membership List
Bill, Theo & Ann Michael s
Bruce Mogren
Scott Mogren
Tom & Connie Mol
Deric Morgando n s l
Ernie & Kathy Morreim
Ron & Cynthia Morrison s l
Dee Moss
Kevin & Julie Moss
Mike & Betsy Mueller n l
Bob & Shannon Nagle n
Ken & Doris Nathe s l
David, Linda & Jeffrey Nault
Michael Newell
Jamie & Lisa Newpower s
Mike & Sandy Newton
Larry & Judy Nicholas n s
Laura Nichols
Willa Nichols
Steve & Lisa Nielsen n l
Brent & Stephanie Nordstrom n s l
Carolyn Oldre
Sue Olsen s
Jenny & Ryan Olson
Ron & Mae Olson l
Lisa Otten
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
Kamie Page n s l
David & Sarah Patterson l
Jim & Landi Patterson s l
William Patterson n
Harold & Eileen Pauly s
Barry Pederson s
Jeffrey & Christine Pederson l
Steve & Carol Pederson s l
Eugene Pelszynski l
Don Peterson l

Dwight & Sherry Peterson
Mathias & Andrea Peterson
Larry & Kathy Pfaff
Izabela & Matthew Pokora
Lisa Proepper
Bill & Cindy Pudwell l
Les & Ann Raisch l
Greg & Leslie Rask l
Scott & Janet Rayman l
Teresa & Barth Reding n s
Ron & Jean Regal l
Ron Reich l
David & Sharon Reier s l
Mike & Margaret Reier l
Lisa & Patrick Reiter l
Mary Ress l
Ken & Tish Reynolds l
Charly Richters
Steve & Sherilyn Rittgers s
Rich & Kelly Robbins s l
Don & Marlys Rodi l
Greg & Leanne Rogers
Joe & Linda Roslansky s
Heather & Marlin Rudebusch l
Robert & Sharon Ruud s
Harry & Sandy Schlieff n l
Rod Schloesser
Ronald & Diane Schueller l
Jack & Grace Schuller
Dan & Marsha Schultz s l
Judy & Bob Seidel l
Timothy & Kimberly Seidel n
John Sekeres
Jeff & Sherry Simpson l
Steve & Deb Skalbeck n s
David & Linda Snesrud
Jon Solstad

Charles & Karla Sommers
Vic & Bert Stanchfield l u

Ronald & Jodi Standke
Mark & Cynthia Stange n
Thomas & Rosemary Stepanek
Matt & Nancy Stevenson
Stephanie & Darren Strafelda s
Tom & Dona Styrbicki s
Chris & Sue Sullivan n s l
Paul & Maryanne Sunde s
Mary Schultz & Marlin Sunderman
Michael Svensk n l
John & Connie Sweazey s l
Robert & Ann Theno n s l
Dave & Tami Thompson s l
Dennis & Nancy Toth
Richard Snyder & Susan Tyra s
Todd & Katherine Urness n
David Voss
Randal & Jennifer Wachter s l
Carol Wahl
Eric & Lynette Wahl l
Scott & Doug Wahl s
Terry & Nancy Wahl s l
Jon & Terry West n
David & Anne Westman
David & Marilyn Wheeler s l
Mark & Audrey Wheeler l
Terry & Diane Whiteley
Heidi & Ryan Winge
Sue Wilder
Mark & Laurie Wolf n l
Jim Zerwas s l

Jim & Penny Zimny
Robert & Kimberly Zwart s l

n = Sustaining Membership
l = Additional donation to the General Fund

s= Additional donation to the Ted Johnson AIS fund
u= Additional donation to the Fishery fund

Lake Washburn water level gauge readings will continue to be 
recorded weekly and sent to the DNR, until the water freezes - 
usually sometime in November. Information about 2022 water 
levels will be published in the next edition of the LWA Newsletter.

Lake Washburn water level gauge readings will continue to be 
recorded weekly and sent to the DNR, until the water freezes - 
usually sometime in November. Information about 2022 water 
levels will be published in the next edition of the LWA Newsletter.

AIS Special Donation • In memory of Carol Pederson
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Deer vs. vehicle crashes occur most often in the autumn months, however Minnesota’s large deer population makes them a 
safety hazard all year long. Motorcyclists are especially at risk, as they are most often involved in deer accidents involving 
serious injuries and fatalities.  

In Minnesota, there were 6,218 deer crashes reported to the Department of Public Safety. These accidents resulted in 124 
serious injuries, of which 109 were motorcyclists.

TIPS TO AVOID A COLLISION WITH A DEER
• Drive at safe speeds and always be buckled up.
• Be especially cautious from 6 - 9 p.m., when deer are most 

active.
• Use high beams, when possible, at night, especially in deer-

active areas.
• Don’t swerve to avoid a deer. Swerving can cause motorists 

to lose control and travel off the road or into oncoming 
traffic.

• Don’t count on deer whistles or fences to deter deer from 
crossing roads.

• Watch for the reflection of deer eyes and for deer silhouettes 
on or near the shoulder of the road. If anything looks 
suspicious, slow down.

• Go slow in areas known to have a large deer population, 
and whenever you are in forested areas between dusk and 
dawn.

• Deer are unpredictable - blow your horn to urge deer to 
leave the road. Stop if the deer stays on the road, don’t try 
to go around it.

• If a deer is struck but not killed by a vehicle, keep a distance 
as deer may recover and move on. If a deer does not move 
on, or poses a public safety risk, report the incident to local 
law enforcement.

Avoiding Deer on the Road Ways

 Year Crashes Fatalities Serious Injuries All Fatalities and Injuries
 2016 1,295 1 29 251
 2017 1,322 4 22 236
 2018 1,226 6 26 214
 2019 1,263 3 19 194
 2020 1,112 4 28 178
 Total 6,218 18 124 1,073

Deer Collision Crashes, Fatalities, and Injuries: 2016-2020

Minnesota Department of Public Safety
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Do I Have to Worry About AIS in the Winter?
When the snow flies, it’s easy to forget about Aquatic Invasive Species but since AIS have differing strategies for surviving 
winter, we still need to continue to be vigilant about cleaning gear and equipment and following AIS laws. 
 
Some steps to prevent the winter spread of AIS are provided below. Ice fishermen, hunters, and those using the lakes for 
other recreational activities such as snowmobiling, or cross-country skiing, should always practice the following when 
stepping onto or leaving the ice:

• Inspect all machinery, equipment, and gear, including ice augers, the track and skis of snowmobiles, fishing tackle, etc. 
for any attached plant material or mud.

• Remove and properly dispose of any vegetation, mud or dirt found on these items, away from the shore. 
• Drain all water from buckets where it cannot drain back onto the ice or into the water.
• Dispose of unwanted bait in the trash.
• Dry equipment for 5 days before using it again.

Practicing these simple tips can help preserve and protect our waterways for generations to come.

Glen Mechelke came to fish on Lake Washburn in 1949, when 
he was fifteen years old. He was a young guest at what was 
then Al Fehr’s Resort, and he hoped someday he’d be able 
to return. Glen and his wife, Pat, did return, bought 40 acres, 
and built Birch Bay Lodge Resort and Campground. They 
created seasonal recreation for many who wrote their stories 
in the 100 Years on Lake Washburn history book. (2006-2016)

Glen left Lake Washburn this year with the assistance and 
support of his daughter, Kim Hughes, and his neighbors. He 
now resides at Heartwood Retirement Community in Crosby. 

To encounter Glen, is to see and experience the young man he 
was. He questions, “Just how old am I now?” I told him when 
we visited last year, he was 97 so he must be 98. “Well, I don’t 
feel like 97 or 98 years old. I feel about 70-something!” Kim 
says he’s 99 and will be 100 in March of 2023.  

I questioned if he remembered the fella who sold tanks of 
bottle gas out of Outing. I didn’t prompt him - he forgot 
what the tanks were called. They were 100-pound propane 
cylinders. That man was my father, Clem Nelles who died in 
1961. 

Glen spoke fondly of his new Heartwood home expressing, 
“Yes, it’s a lot different than living at the lake, but it’s 
comfortable.” 

We’re grateful for this man who helped create memories for 
countless families, worked to build a community, and served 
on the Crooked Lake Town Board. Glen is a treasure in today’s 
world - man who has created a legacy. All because he once 
said to Pat, “Let’s go up north and buy some land.” And that 
made all the difference. 

By Ellen Leger

A September Afternoon with Glen Mechelke - an Update

My husband, David, and I first discovered Lake Washburn in the spring of 1982, while 
looking for a resort where we could spend our honeymoon. Jim and Mae Witkus, at Bear 
Paw Resort, greeted us warmly, and put our name on their waiting list. Luckily, Mae called 
in early June to say they had a cancelation for the week we needed! That began our love of 
Lake Washburn and the lure to return every summer, and we often rented a Bear Paw cabin 
for a week or more to spend time with family and friends.

We built our first small cabin in the spring of 1992 on Peninsula Road. Jerry Ballard invited 
us to join the lake association one day, as he walked the road and found me outside on a 
ladder painting our new cabin! We joined that summer and have been members ever since. 
I spent most of the summers here with our children, and Dave commuted to the lake on 
weekends. We built a larger, year-round home on our Peninsula Road property in 2006, 
planning to retire there one day. An opportunity came up to buy a piece of land on the West 
Basin in 2014, and we jumped at it! In 2019, we moved in to our new, beautiful year-round 
home at the outlet near Daggett Brook. 

I’ve been an LWA board member for many years and have been the LWA secretary for 11 years. I also worked on the committee 
that produced the 100 Years on Lake Washburn history book. In June of this year, we realized our dream of living at the lake 
full-time, when we sold our home in the cities. Dave and I are so excited that Lake Washburn is now our permanent home.

Get to Know a Board Member - Janis Judd
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Remembering Friends
Carol Lynn (Colby) Pederson

Carol Lynn (Colby) Pederson, of Lake 
Mills, died unexpectedly on August 
8, 2022, at MercyOne North Iowa 
Medical Center in Mason City, Iowa.

Carol was born on December 26, 1948, 
in Albert Lea, to Maurice and Dorothy 
(Pavek) Colby. She graduated from 

Lake Mills High School in 1967 and went on to obtain a 
degree as a Registered Nurse from Naeve Hospital in 
Albert Lea. Carol married Steve Pederson on July 18,1970, 
in Cambria, Wisconsin. They were married for 52 years and 
blessed with four sons.

So many words describe Carol, among them: selfless, loving, 
supportive, caring, giving, and compassionate. Carol was 
destined to be a nurse, as providing care to others was 
something that came to her naturally. Her quiet demeanor 
never sought attention or accolades. She lived the Golden 
Rule, loved her husband dearly, and raised her children to 
appreciate what life and hard work had to offer.

For decades, Carol poured herself into her role at the Lake 
Mills Care Center, tending to the residents and treating them 
as family. Though she worked nights, she’d still have lunch 
and dinner cooked for everyone at home. When she wasn’t 
working, Carol kept an immaculate lawn and enjoyed 
tending to her plants.

Carol and her family spent much time at Lake Washburn 
over the years, where she loved to catch northerns, and 
make memories with family and friends.  

She is greatly missed by her husband, Steve of Lake Mills; 
four sons: Matt (Kelly) Pederson of Munford, TN; Jeff 
(Christy) Pederson of Polk City, IA; Scott (Carlynn) Pederson 
of Grimes, IA; and Todd (Sara) Pederson of Ankeny, IA. She 
also leaves 14 treasured grandchildren, and her sister Jan 
(Marv) Koopmans of Cambria. Carol is also survived by 
many extended relatives and friends.

Published with permission

Hubert Lindblad 

Hubert Lindblad passed away on 
December 10, 2022, in Breckenridge, 
Minnesota. Iris Lindblad, Hubert’s 
wife, passed away on December 11, 
2013. The following was written by 
their children, Connie Jensen, and 
Wayne Lindblad.

Our parents, Hubert and Iris Linblad, bought property on 
Longwood Point in 1982, and began building their retirement 
home, designed by my brother Wayne, in 1984. Our parents 
were familiar with Lake Washburn, having spent many 
weekends at a cabin on the north shore of the lake, owned 
by our aunt and uncle, Nancy, and Ralph Lindblad. 

Our parents loved the outdoors and embraced living up 
north. Initially, they camped in their pop-up camper while 
building, cooking meals outside - fully experienced after 
having camped in nearly every state in the country on our 
many family vacations. 

In 1991, our parents retired and moved from Fridley to live 
at Lake Washburn full-time. They made many good friends 
who enjoyed the same activities they did: snowmobiling, 
fishing, Crafty Coots, “Brushing” along Longwood Point 
Road and serving turkey at the neighborhood party 
afterward. They also enjoyed Senior Citizens, the Lions’ 
Club Corn Feed, tying up pontoons in the middle of the lake 
for Happy Hour, hitting every lutefisk dinner in the area, 
Geritol Frolics, and traveling on bank-sponsored trips and 
church events. 

A highlight for our dad, was buying a Harley Davidson 
Road King motorcycle at the “young” age of 70, much to 
Mom’s chagrin. 

In the late 1990s, Mom and Dad visited friends and family 
who wintered in Arizona, Texas, and Florida. In 2001, 
they bought a home in Naples, Florida and began life as 
snowbirds. We remember Mom and Dad saying they were 
always sad to leave the lake to go south for the winter, or to 
leave Florida to go north for the summer. It made us smile, 
knowing they were happy wherever they were. 
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Remembering Friends
Jean Barker

Jean Barker, of Marshall, MN, passed 
away on April 23, 2022, with family by 
her side.

Eva Jeanine “Jean” Maulsby was born 
on February 9, 1948, in Lake City, IA, 
the daughter of Ruhl and Mary Ellen 
Maulsby. She grew up on the family 

farm just west of Rockwell City, IA, and graduated from 
Rockwell City High School in 1966. Jean went on to attend 
Iowa State University in Ames, where she studied Textiles & 
Clothing, and met her future husband, James Barker.

Jim and Jean were married on November 29, 1968, and the 
couple was blessed with six children, 20 grandchildren, 
and five great-grandchildren. She also opened her heart 
and home to 29 foster children through the years. She was 
a loving wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
sister, aunt, and friend.

Jean worked in the Lyon County Recorder’s Office for nearly 
32 years, the last 24 of which she was elected, and served as 
the Lyon County Recorder. In 2001, she was recognized as 
Minnesota Recorder of the Year and in 2005, served as the 
president of the Minnesota County Recorder’s Association. 

She especially enjoyed spending time at the family lake 
home near Outing, which she visited for the first time in 
1969. When the family moved from Davenport to Duluth in 
1974, they came to the cabin nearly every weekend, where 
the door was always open for family and friends. Upon 
Jean’s retirement in 2010, the cabin became home from May 
to September. Jean loved spending evenings making s’mores 
(hold the graham crackers and marshmallows!) and sharing 
stories with family and friends around the campfire. 

Jean is survived by her husband, James Barker of Marshall; 
son, James Wayne (Jean) Barker of Cornell, WI; daughter, 
Melissa Barker of Forest Lake; son, Keith (Pam) Brockberg 
of Yankton, SD; son, Jeff (Renee) Barker of Brandon, SD; son, 
Jarren (Tasha) Barker of Lakeville; daughter, Ellie Shaw of 
Marshall; grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and many 
family members and friends.



28 FALL 2022www.lakewashburnmn.org

THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS 100% SAFE ICE!

• New ice is usually stronger than old ice. While four inches 
of clear, newly formed ice may support one person on 
foot, a foot or more of older, partially thawed ice may not. 

• Since ice seldom freezes uniformly, it may be a foot thick 
in one location and only an inch or two thick just a few feet 
away.

• Ice formed by flowing water and currents is often very 
dangerous, especially near streams, bridges, and channels. 
The ice on river bends is usually weaker due to the 
undermining effects of the current.

• The insulating effect of snow on the ice slows down 
the freezing process. The extra weight also reduces the 
amount of weight the ice sheet can support. Ice near shore 
can sometimes be weaker than ice that is farther out.

• Booming and cracking ice isn’t necessarily dangerous. It 
means that the ice is expanding and contracting as the 
temperature changes.

• Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can adversely affect 
the relative safety of ice, because their movements can 
bring warm water up from the bottom of the lake. This can 
open holes in the ice, creating extreme and often hidden 
dangers.

For more information:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/index.html

Use Caution on the Ice
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Some people wait for winter to head somewhere warm. Other 
folks though, count the days till the temperature drops, the 
snow flies and the lakes freeze. As Minnesotans, ice fishing 
runs in our blood and the opportunity to fish through a hole 
in the ice is a clear sign that we embrace whatever Mother 
Nature provides.

A trip to the fish house or the chance to spend the day sitting 
on a bucket outside, is a great way to pass the time. And by 
following a few tenets of ice fishing etiquette – some written, 
others unwritten – you can help ensure that you and the 
anglers around you have a safe and successful trip.

Give others space
Regulations require ten feet between fish houses to prevent 
anglers from crowding one another. Just like it’s frowned 
upon to crowd other boaters on open water, it’s in poor taste 
to set up right next to another angler on the ice. 

Ask first
It’s become a pretty common practice for ice anglers to drill a 
lot of holes – the better to move around and find active fish. 
While anglers can’t stake a claim to holes just because they 
drilled them (unless there’s a fish house sitting over them), 
if you want to fish in a hole someone else drilled, the best 
thing to do is to ask for permission.

Always practice safety
In Minnesota, there have been a few instances of 
snowmobiles striking people out on the ice. Snowmobiles 

are popular options for accessing the ice, but if you’re going 
to ride one you must do it safely. Always be aware of your 
surroundings, the ice thickness, and watch your speed, 
especially after dark. The DNR recommends not traveling 
more than 40 miles per hour after dark to avoid overdriving 
your headlights. 

Stay visible at night
It’s imperative that ice anglers who leave their shelters on the 
lake overnight have at least two square inches of reflective 
material on each side of their fish house.

Clean up after yourself
The only thing you should leave on the lake is an imprint. 
If you bring anything onto the ice with you, it’s your 
responsibility to remove it. Far too often, DNR employees 
and other anglers must clean up trash that others have left 
behind. Not only is this littering, but it gives ice anglers a 
bad name. Some of the common items left behind are cans 
and bottles, cigarette butts, empty propane tanks, and 
blocking material used beneath fish houses, even bait - all 
of which are likely to enter the lake when the ice melts. Bait 
disposal rules are the same for ice fishing as for any other 
time: throw any leftover bait in the trash, so it doesn’t end 
up in the water.

Remember: 
Minnesota’s lakes and rivers are gems, 

and it’s up to all of us to keep them clean.
 

Ice Fishing - a Little Etiquette Goes a Long Way
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The Lake Washburn Association is Working for You!
With the help of our membership, the LWA works to protect our lake and its environment. 

Here are some examples of what the LWA does.

• With the help of the DNR and Cass County grants 
administered by the Crooked Lake Township Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) Committee, hires trained personnel 
to manage the public access on Lake Washburn and the 
Decontamination Station in Outing

• Provides two newsletters a year for Lake Washburn 
area property owners, to keep residents up-to-date with 
activities and information covering a variety of subjects

• Holds two membership meetings a year (June and 
August) focusing on topics of interest, as well as providing 
educational opportunities to members by inviting outside 
speakers (MN DNR, Sheriff’s Patrol, area historians, etc.)

• Participates in the Association of Cass County Lakes 
(ACCL), Minnesota Lakes and Rivers, (MLR) and 
Conservation Minnesota in support of efforts to improve 
and protect Minnesota’s water resources

• Works with the DNR to locate and protect spawning areas 
to maximize the fishing potential of Lake Washburn

• Organizes activities to provide members with opportunities 
to socialize with their Washburn-area neighbors, to help 
build a sense of community

• Participates in the Minnesota “Adopt a Highway” 
program, cleaning a 3.5 mile stretch of County Road #48 
each spring and fall

• Actively places, removes, and maintains the navigational 
buoys on the lake, and participates in the Cass County 
Sheriff’s Water Safety Patrol Program

• Maintains records of lake water levels and tests for water 
quality in a variety of locations on the lake

• Provides a robust and informative website at www.
lakewashburnmn.org

• Participates in the State Volunteer Loon Watch Program, 
working to protect current loon nesting areas and 
providing nesting platforms when needed   

• Contributes financially to the Outing Chamber of 
Commerce, the Outing Quick Response Team, the Crooked 
Lake Fire Department, the Remer Fire Department and 
Volunteer Ambulance Service, the University of Minnesota 
AIS Study, and the National Loon Center in Crosslake 
(2024), and the Pine River Watershed Alliance.

Your Lake Needs You!
Please join the Lake Washburn Association.

If you have questions, 
please contact Glen Goodwin 

at lakewashburn.mn@gmail.com

I wrote a little jingle this year to help people understand how important it is 
to wear a BLAZE ORANGE hat or vest while outside on the roads and trails 

during hunting season.

The 3 Bees
BE safe • BE smart • BE seen

Wear Blaze Orange!

One of the basic rules taught by firearm safety instructors is to identify your 
target and what is beyond it. When a hunter sees and identifies their target, 
then looks down range, you may not be seen by the hunter unless you are 

wearing blaze orange to make yourself more easily visible.  

The following actions have been very effective in saving lives and reducing 
hunting accidents here in Minnesota:

Attending Firearm Safety classes • Wearing Blaze Orange 

By Keith Ahlquist

For more information about hunting seasons in MN: 
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/hunting/seasons.html

For more information about blaze clothing requirements in MN: 
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/regulations/hunting/blaze-clothing.html

Be Seen During Hunting Season!
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Lake
Washburn
Association Membership FormMembership Form

Name: Email:

Mailing  Address: City: State: Zip:

Primary  Phone:

Lake  Address: City: State: Zip:

Year you purchased property on Lake Washburn:

Annual  Membership  Dues: $25
Annual Membership Dues and Donations

Please complete the entire form so we can keep our database current.

Mail forms to: LWA Membership, PO Box 26, Outing, MN 56662

Board or Officer

Other

I am interested in participating in 
the following areas:

NewsletterBuoy Markers

Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention and Treatment

County Road 48 Clean-up

Crooked Lake Township Lakes & Shores Committee

Water Quality Testing

Fisheries & Stocking

Sheriff’s Water Safety Patrol

Fishing Challenge

Welcoming Committee

The LWA does not sell, trade, swap or in any other way use your data except for official LWA business.

Bill my credit card every January for the total listed
until I notify LWA in writing of a change.

Sustaining Membership

I prefer to receive my newsletter electronically
instead of US Mail.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

CREDIT CARD CASH / CHECK

ACCOUNT NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE CVV BILLING  ZIP CODE

Signature:
3.5%  Will be added to the total to help
pay for credit card processing fees.

General Fund (GF) donations are used for operational 
expenses such as producing the newsletter, ice cream 
social, �shing challenge supplies, plus donations to local 
orgainzations.

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) donations are restricted 
for AIS related e�orts only. 

Fisheries Fund donations are to be used for supplemental 
walleye stocking based upon DNR recommendations. 

PAYMENT INFORMATION
ALL  contributions are tax-deductible

Fisheries Fund:

General Fund:

Dues:

Ted Johnson Memorial 
AIS Fund:

Total:

Check your membership status on the mailing label BEFORE submitting this form



Lake Washburn Association
PO Box 26
Outing, MN 56662

Forwarding Service Requested

Make your membership donation go even further.
Ask your employer if they

have a matching donation program.
LWA can provide proof of membership if requested.

The impact
of your membership!

LWAgoodwin@icloud.comwww.lakewashburnmn.org facebook.com/LakeWashburn2017


